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EDITORIAL NOTES 


N interesting discussion on Mathe- 

matics as the true basis of Theology 
appears in this issue of the Seer, for 
August 1929, in the Editorial ‘Reflections’. 
We take the liberty of quoting the follow- 
ing, in view of its importance; since 
mathematical science is leading inevitably 
towards a better apprehension of those 
mysteries which lie in the obscure region 
between the physical and the super-physi- 
cal worlds. 

Nearly twenty years ago Dr. Cassius 
Keyser, Professor of Mathematics at 
Columbia University, having been asked 
his opinion of Einstein’s first equation con- 
cerning Relativity, wrote as follows to the 
Editor of the ‘Seer’: 


“It is true that I have occupied myself 
with Professor Einstein’s calculations 
and find them of high interest and un- 
doubted accuracy: but the metaphysical 
conclusions which he deduces from them 
seem to me to lie a little outside the 
scope of any mathematics save Theo- 
logical Mathematics, and for that the 
world is not ready.” 


Pressed to give a more detailed explana- 
tion of what he implied by this, Dr. Key- 
ser wrote further as follows: 

“In times past, the great religious 

teachers and theologians were primarily 

mathematicians and Theology was the 


queen of sciences because the basic 
definitions of theology were mathe- 
matical and carried proof in themselves 
to any student who had advanced far 
enough in his studies to understand. the 


proof. 


“But in the constant desire to establish 
a close alliance of Theology with Relig- 
ion and even with Moral Philosophy, 
Ethics, and Sociology, the teachers of 
theological truth lost more and more 
of the mathematical presentation of 
their teaching until, at last, definitions 
of God became so vague and formless 
as to escape clear formulation, and 
Theology became an outcast from exact 
thought. The material sciences how- 
ever, took for themselves the pungent 
force which Theology was abandoning, 
established themselves on a mathe- 
matical basis and immediately secured 
the support and approval of all think- 
ing men. The queenly power of theol- 
ogy and of the higher understanding 
of religions will not return until the 
theologians become the supreme mathe- 
maticians of their times; then spiritual 
truth will impose itself because it can 
be apodeictically proved to be true.” 

This prediction, says Dr. Rolt-Wheeler, 


is obviously approaching fulfilment in the 
eyes of the scientific thinkers of today. “It 
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is not” he remarks ‘‘that the theologians 
are becoming mathematicians: rather 1s 
it that the mathematicians are becoming 
theologians. The mathematical problems 
of the present day are four-dimensional or 
five-dimensional; they lie outside Time 
and in some cases outside Space; modern 
mathematical physics even reduces Matter 
to illusion, or, to use the modern scientific 
term, to “the fallacy of Misplaced Con- 
creteness”. As to what Space may be it is 
imprudent to hazard a definition today 
which might be negatived tomorrow, for 
the nature of Space is the present battle- 
ground of the so-called ‘material sciences’. 


“It has been said that mathematicians 
are becoming theologians. It may more 
rightly be said that they have become so, 
and even the purely philosophical question 
of origins is subjected to mathematical 
analysis. To take three of the greatest 
mathematical thinkers of our day: Sir J. 
B. Jeans affirms that there is no mathe- 
matical reason to be urged against Direct 
Creation as an act of Will, at a given 
moment; Eddington admits that without 
something which closely resembles Divine 
Immanence, the life-forces in atoms are 
incomprehensible; and de Broglie stands 
out strongly against any theory that the 
intricate mathematical series of the Uni- 
verse can be a matter of accident.” 

xk OK OK * 


We are privileged to make the earliest 
published announcement of an event of 
great significance in the annals of Psychic 
Research. Among the fingerprints of liv- 
ing persons recorded and held in security 
by Captain Fife, the Boston Expert, 
are a special series contributed by persons 
of recognized social or professional stand- 
ing for the purpose of post-mortem 
identification. Among these were the right 


thumbprints of Judge Charles Stanton 
Hill, whose passing was chronicled last 
month in an obituary notice. Judge Hill 


relinquished the flesh on September 2nd 
last. 
Now comes the extraordinary intel- 


ligence that Judge Hill’s characteristic ’ 


thumbprint has been ascertained to have 
been recorded with absolute fidelity to life 
at a sitting which took place at Lime 
Street, Boston on the 12th October. The 
news is authenticated by expert examina- 
tion and comparison of the ante and post- 
mortem prints. Dr. Richardson contri- 
butes in the present number a brief 
preliminary record of the facts, and he 
has, for convenience of readers, mar- 
shalled the general sequence of the Lime 
Street phenomena which lead up to this 
climax. We are promised for the Decem- 
ber number a fuller account, to be special- 
ly compiled for Psychic Research, and 
there will be photographic illustrations 
prepared by Mr. Thorogood to accompany 
the descriptive matter. We are sure that 
all who read the Journal will look for- 
ward to the detailed story with keenest 
anticipation. We congratulate the Lime 
Street group on this magnificent culmina- 
tion of their effort. The registration of an 
independent thumbprint has been long 
hoped for. 
ke KK 

The work of cataloguing the books in 
the Library at Hyslop House is now com- 
pleted and members will be able, by means 
of the new card-index, to find any book 
they need to consult, with a minimum of 
trouble. Attention of all users of the 
Library is specially directed to the Rules 
for borrowers which will be found clearly 
typed on cards attached to the shelves. 

* eK KOK 

Under N. Y. Sectional Activities will 
be found the important announcement of 
the formation of a new Section whose gov- 
erning body will include some members of 
the Dartmouth College Faculty. This will 
be called “The NEW ENGLAND SEC- 
TION”. The work of the Vermont and 
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N. H. Section will continue as heretofore 
under their Charter. 

Owing to the sudden death of our 
printer and the liquidation of his business, 
it was necessary to make a hasty transfer 
of the publication of the Journal. The 
issue of the October number was attended 


with great difficulties and the Editor begs 
that readers will therefore excuse the in- 
evitable delay and the lapse from our 
regular standard in the control of the type- 
setting which resulted from the taking 
over of material already set in a condition 
which called for some readjustment. 








THE JUDGE’S SIGN-MANUAL 


A Preliminary note of a series of post-mortem fingerprints in wax. 
These may be said to constitute the first independent evidence 
of the survival of the individual marks of personality in 
permanent record under absolute test conditions. 


By MARK W. RICHARDSON, M. D. 


This preliminary announcement is made 
in order to secure for readers of the 
Journal of the A. S. P. R. priority of know- 
ledge concerning a happening of great 
import in the annals of psychic research. 
I ask the question: ‘Has human survival 
of bodily death been proved through the 
agency of teleplasmic fingerprints?” We 
have for some time been familiar with the 
prints made by Walter’ Stinson, and for 
the history of these I would refer the 
reader to the issues of our Journal for 
May to September 1928. 

An affirmative answer to my question, 
startling though it be, seems justified by 
the facts. It may be well to recite briefly 
the whole series up to the present culmina- 
tion. In point of time, the sequence of 
these is as follows: 

(1). In 1911 Walter Stewart Stinson was 
killed in a railroad accident. He was 
28 years old. 

(2). In 1923, Walter's sister “Margery” 
(Mrs. L. R. G. Crandon) first 
shewed characteristics of physical 
mediumship; the alleged control be- 
ing Walter, her above-mentioned 
brother. 

(3). In May 1924 there was pro- 
duced a paraffin glove, said to be 


formed by the materialized hand of 
Walter. From this glove a cast was 
made in plaster of Paris. This cast 
exhibited markings similar to those 
made by human skin. (No attempt 
was made at the time, or for several 
years afterwards to identify the 
markings on the ball of the thumb as 
those of Walter, since there was 
then no standard of comparison 
available. Ed.). Previous to this 
production of the cast, there had 
been a formation of teleplasmic 
hands of which several flashlight 
photographs had been taken, mostly 
in connection with the bell-box 
phenomena. 

(4). During 1926 and 1927, many im- 
pressions were made in warm dental 
wax by a teleplasmic thumb. These 
impressions were practically constant 
in character except that now and then 
they occurred as “mirror” prints. i. e. 
the characteristic lines reversed right 
and left. In other respects they were 
identical in the character and relation 
of the lines. They were officially re- 
ported as being those of the same 
individual. 

(5). Under expert advice and with ex- 
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(6). 


(7). 


(8). 


(9). 
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pert assistance, a comparison was 
made between these impressions and 
the imprints of the fingers and 
thumbs of two of Walter Stinson’s 
surviving relatives. The recognized 
percentage of similarity was found 
in each case. 

Then for the first time was dis- 
covered a razor used by Walter on 
the day of his death. This razor was 
found to bear upon its handle a print, 
incomplete certainly, but sufficient to 
establish under expert examination, 
its identity with the seance-room 
prints as far as it went: i. e. the 
thumb-tip only. 

Furthermore now for the first time, 
the above-mentioned plaster cast was 
examined. On the ball of the thumb 
were found markings similar to 
those upon the wax impressions. 
Stimulated by these experiences, all 
the ‘Margery’ research group had 
their fingerprints taken by the official 
expert and placed on record. 
Among these were those of Charles 
Stanton Hill, the well-known Boston 
lawyer. The photograph of his 


thumbprints were published in 
“Psychic Research” for April 1929. 
p-215. 

(10). On September 2nd. 1930 Mr. Hill 
passed away. 

(11). On September 8th. 1930. Mr. Hill 
first gave evidence of his probable 
presence in the “Margery” seance- 
room by means of raps and faint 
whistling. 

(12). On October 12th. 1930, under 
strictly controlled conditions, there 
were produced upon three pieces 
of wax, as many  thumbprints 
pronounced on examination by ex- 
perts to RESEMBLE EXACTLY A 
PRINT MADE DURING HIS 
LIFETIME OF MR. HILL’S RIGHT 
THUMB. 


In the December Journal, further de- 
tails will follow, and two illustrations will 
be given for comparison between Judge 
Hill’s thumbprints as taken before and 
after his death. The facts as now stated 
are beyond question. Confirmatory ex- 
periments are in progress. The further ac- 
count will embody detailed description and 
discussion of methods. 
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THE MEDIUMSHIP OF 
MIRABELLI 


* eK K * 


Note of an Investigation and Enquiry 
By PROFESSOR HANS DRIESCH 


The following is the substance of a 
letter received from Dr. Hans Driesch by 
the Editor in response to an invitation ex- 
tended to him to add his more recent 
testimony to the story of the Brazilian 
medium already printed in our Journal. 
Dr. Driesch, writing from Leipzig under 
date Sept. 22nd. 1930, says: 

“T returned from England a few days 
ago. I beg to tell you today something 
about my experiences with Mirabelli. 

For the period of the summer vacation 
in 1928 I had been invited by the Uni- 
versity of Buenos Aires for a course of ten 
lectures. We stopped a fortnight in 
Brazil on the way to that city, having ar- 
ranged beforehand for a séance with 
Mirabelli. This arrangement had been 
suggested by a certain Herr Pritze of Sao 
Paulo, a German ‘procurist’ of a big bank- 
ing institute of that town, who had paid 
us a visit in Leipzig early in 1928. 

Everything was arranged for the eve- 
ning of August 1st, and we left Rio by 
the night express on the last day of July 
in order to arrive at Sao Paulo on the first 
of August in the morning. About 7:30 
p. m. Herr Pritze came to our hotel in 
order to take us by motor to his little 
villa—about half an hour’s drive. But— 
Mirabelli didn’t come! and we returned 
to the hotel at about 10:30 p. m. We had 
given up everything: but on the 2nd of 
the month at about 6 p. m., Herr Pritze 
‘phoned that Mirabelfi was there and that 
he would fetch us again to his villa at 
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7:30. We arrived and, in fact, Mirabelli 
was present. My wife and I addressed 
him in Italian which both of us spoke 
rather fluently. But he answered in 
Portuguese “no comprendo” (I don’t un- 
derstand). We then asked him to speak 
Portuguese, but not too quickly, so that 
we might rightly understand him. This 
he did, and we understood him quite well. 
What he said was indifferent stuff. 

Suddenly he cried out ‘ahora viene’ 
(‘Now he comes’) and began to speak in 
Italian. The spirit of his deceased father 
had come, so he said, and had taken pos- 
session of his body. His father was born 
in Italy. Mirabelli then spoke as if his 
father were speaking through him. He 
always mentioned himself in the third per- 
son as “il professore (!!) Mirabelli dice 

.. etc. There was not the slightest idea 
of a ‘trance’ and I believe the whole affair 
was not at all genuine, but a comedy. 
Later on he also spoke Esthonian. But 
he had brought a young girl of Reval 
(Esthonia) with him and there is no rea- 
son for believing that the dead father of 
this girl spoke through him as he pre- 
tended. He had, most probably, /earned 
a little Esthonian. Other languages were 
not spoken. 

After about half an hour he took Frau 
Pritze and myself, and we left the draw- 
ing-room. My wife, Herr Pritze and the 
Esthonian girl remained in it. 

A TELEKINETIC PHENOMENON 
We first went to Frau Pritze’s dress- 
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ing room. Mirabelli cried and said 
some prayers and then, suddenly, a small 
vase on one of the tables began to move 
and finally fell down. I could not observe 
any sort of mechanical arrangement such 
as a wire or string or otherwise. 
SOME ‘APPORT’ EFFECTS 
There were also some ‘apports’: but 
they were not at all convincing; for I 
never saw the path of the apported ob- 
ject in the air, but only saw it when it 
had reached the ground. And Mirabelli 
was in a large overcoat with enormous 
pockets. Later on, there were similar 
telekineses and apports in the kitchen and 
in other rooms: the telekineses rather im- 
pressive, but the ‘apports’—in one case a 


big kitchen knife—just as doubtful as the 
first had been. 


MOVEMENT OF FOLDING-Doors 
After a certain time of rest in the draw- 
ing-room we began again. My wife, Herr 
Pritze, and the girl remained in the draw- 
ing-room at the point marked ‘C’ in the 
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accompanying diagram. (The drawing 
is not quite correct, but gives the essen- 
tials in an adequate way). Mirabelli, 
Frau Pritze—a convinced spiritualist— 
went (with me*) into the veranda and 
were standing at about the spot marked 
‘A’. The windows of the veranda were 
all closed (no wind, therefore) The fold- 
ing doors (f. d.) between drawing-room 
and veranda were open. Mirabelli began 
to say prayers again (petitioning Saint 
Catherine for a sign), etc. etc. And then 
the folding doors went slowly together 
and were closed. This was seen at the 
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same time by the persons in the drawing- 
room and those on the veranda. It was 
rather impressive, and no mechanical ar- 
rangements could be found. 

This is all that I experienced: no 
‘materializations’; no ‘transportation’ of 
Mirabelli from one place to another; 
nothing of the ‘dozens of languages’ ;— 
only Italian and Esthonian, and this, I be- 
lieve, in a very normal way. 

To repeat: I think that the telekineses 
were genuine though, of course, the con- 
trol was by no means quite scientific. The 
‘apports’ I regard as very doubtful (the 
overcoat with the enormous pockets.) 
Mirabelli had been in Pritze’s villa already 
about an hour before we arrived, alone 
with Frau Pritze. He may have made 
some arrangement before we came—I do 
not say that he did. 


AUTHENTICATION OF RECORDS 


As to Mirabelli’s Portugese book “O 
Medium Mirabelli’? in which all those 
wonderful facts are described, which you 
possibly know, I was absolutely unable to 
make out who had written that book. Not 
even an intimate friend of Mirabelli’s, the 
overseer of the Town Library of Sao 
Paulo, knew it. 

Might not Mirabelli 
book—himself ? 

Neither Herr Pritze nor the friend of 
M’s had seen the phenomena described in 
that book! I didn’t meet any person who 
had! Thus everything must remain ab- 
solutely in dubio. As a whole, our seance 
was a great disappointment. We arranged 
a new sitting for the next evening but, as 
on August Ist, Mirabelli did not come. 

Either your Society, or the British 
S. P. R., or the Institut Metapsychique of 
Paris should send somebody to Brazil to 
investigate Mirabelli in a scientific way. 
But—will he come? 


have written the 


HANS DRIESCH. 


*words omitted in Dr. Driesch’s letter.* 





EVOLUTIONARY ASPECTS 
OF 


THE CREED OF SURVIVAL 


* * KK * 


By R. de J. ABBOTT 


* * * * * 


An English clergyman has been recently 
quoted as saying that it might be necessary 
to admit the idea of personal survival, 
however much one might dislike the pro- 
spect. Such remarks might well seem out 
of place on the part of one whose pro- 
fession implies the duty of promulgating 
the reality of an afterlife. To take his 
words at face value would imply a charge 
of hypocrisy against the utterer of such a 
sentiment. But let us be patient with the 
good man and try if we can, to seek a bona 
fide ground for his observation and a 
clearer understanding, if possible, of what 
he really meant when he said this. 

If we cast our glances back over the 
record of ministerial effort in the propaga- 
tion of the christian faith during the cen- 
tury that is past, we cannot fail to be 
struck by the emphasis that has been 
placed upon personal salvation. This is 
especially noticeable in the work of the 
revivalist missioner. In some of the 
narrower sects of the Protestant form of 
religion, it has been so entirely dominant 
a motive as to overshadow, if not to ex- 
clude, certain other vital aspects of the 
teachings of Christianity’s Founder. For 
the better appreciation of this lapse from 
the original symmetry of the gospel mess- 
age we have but to look back to the era 
of Calvin and to view the process of fei 
mentation which followed the importation 
of the doctrines of predestination and 


election. The acceptance of these beliefs 
narrows the scheme of salvation to the 
few—the very few who are privileged to 
escape the general destruction of the dis- 
obedient or careless children of a wrath- 
ful and jealous Jehovah. The fate of the 
great majority no longer concerns the 
fanatical adherent of these doctrines; for 
it is fixed and pre-determined. The quest 
for personal salvation the one matter of 
overwhelming importance, since the alter- 
native is infinitely worse than mere ex- 
tinction, being a fiery hell of endless dura- 
tion. 


Such doctrines have endured and still 
endure among the rank and file of the 
simple and unlearned, and those who 
have not yet the courage to free them- 
selves from the bondage of superstition. 
From time to time there have arisen 
groups who have partially emancipated 
themselves from this terrible incubus of 
fear and these have founded the churches 
known as ‘universalist’. Reaction must 
needs ensue from the servitude to these 
doctrines which have bred misery, bigotry 
and intolerance as well as the self- 
righteousness of the ‘unco’ guid’. Mod- 
ernism has brought in among the more in- 
telligent a more comprehensive reaction 
both rational and emotional: for it is now 
plainly seen that in the brotherhood of 
man the fate of the individual is involved 
with the destiny of his race; and that man’s 
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true spiritual interest lies in the realiza- 
tion of his unity with all his fellow-men 
in a common effort towards the achieve- 


ment of the higher spiritual values. The 
pendulum of reaction has swung from the 
individual or personal, right away to the 
opposite side. The idea of a future state 
as a paradise or heaven reserved for the 
few, a place of final rest from all labors, 
hymned as the abode of perpetual ‘light, 
endless worship, praise and adoration, 
not only no longer attracts, but actually 
alarms and repels the mind of those who 
have come to realize the grandeur of an 
all-comprehensive plan of spiritual evolu- 
tion demanding a ceaseless activity of ef- 
fort for its accomplishment, by each for 
all, and by all for each, and in which the 
reward of earnest endeavor is not a static 
heaven of cessation from work, but the 
acquisition of new powers for further and 
higher effort and achievement. 


It is then in this sense that I would in- 
terpret the remarks of the clergyman 
quoted at the opening of this article. I 
do not think that he envisaged any total 
extinction of the conscious mind at death. 
I am rather disposed on the other hand to 
consider his words as the voicing of a 
natural protest against that limited view 
of the afterlife which would condemn the 
individual to a perpetuation of a state of 
isolated personal consciousness—even in 
a more harmonious and agreeable environ- 
ment, it may be—but doomed so to con- 
tinue through limitless aeons of time. 


We will now turn to an aspect of 
religious teaching of a less unsatisfactory 
nature. It may at least be credited to the 
priesthood that they have at all times 
sought to implant in men’s minds the 
conviction that the life lived here is not 
an end in itself, but rather of the nature 
of a preparation for another and more 
permanent state of being. But this 
doctrine has been so involved with the 
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notion of compensations hereafter for 
ptivations and sufferings experienced here 
that it has been quite plausibly and easily 
interpreted by the sceptic as a mere ‘dope’ 
for the miserable and downtrodden of 
earth. This is why christianity has been 
styled by its opponents a ‘slave-religion.’ 
Now if the average religionist or church- 
man could only be brought to see it, there 
if offered to him in the philosophy of 
psychic science a complete answer to this 
type of criticism in the evidence it is ad- 
ducing of the reality of a spiritual body 
or higher vehicle of human energies seem- 
ingly evolutionary in its nature. It would 
seem that Sir Oliver Lodge is vividly 
conscious of the importance of the point, 
since he is now publicly affirming and lay- 
ing stress upon the fact that man possesses 
a vehicle of a far finer and more per- 
manent kind than the material body, and 
one endowed with senses of wider and 
more varied scope; and that this ether- 
body is evolved or evolving for uses and 
adaptations primarily concerned with a 
mode of life other than the physical and 
greatly transcending it in importance, 
whilst at the same time it is developing 
powers of specific interaction with the 
physical. 

The acceptance of such a fact will carry 
with it philosophic consequences of a 
nature nothing short of revolutionary in 
regard to man’s habitual way of looking 
at life as a business pursued for purposes 
of material accomplishment. For as mat- 
ters stand, we have to recognize the fact 
that even in the case of the most highly 
civilized and enlightened races of the 
western world, the quest of material 
success and the fulfilment of material 
aims have so absorbed the energies and 
appropriated the ethical. and moral 
sanctions, that they have, for the average 
hard-working individual, acquired the 
character of a ‘religion of material success’. 
The failure to ‘make good’ in this sense 
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has become a matter of censure: the per- 
son who has attained prosperous condi- 
tions and advanced the settled order of 
things is held in reverence. Dreams and 
ideals when translated into forms of 
material stability are accepted as perman- 
ent landmarks of a stable and orderly 
settlement. Schemes of social betterment 
hinge upon the elaboration of comfort; 
and the raising of aesthetic standards of 
living becomes the practical end to be 
striven for. In the works of imaginative 
authors we may sense how deeply im- 
bedded is the idea of a final perfectibility 
of man’s estate—of an ultimate Utopia 
in which such dreams may be fully mater- 
ialized on earth. 

To such material thinkers (and most of 
us are still in that stage of thought) the 
ruin of successive civilizations and the de- 
cay or destruction of the beautiful monu- 
ments of the past, are catastrophes pure 
and simple. The loss of some venerated 
building, the burning of a great library, 
have the sadness of disasters irremediable, 
and bring a sense of death. So man seeks 
ever tO perpetuate and to restore, in his 
museums and fields of archaelogy, the per- 
ishing traces of the lovely things of anti- 
quity. For him, the embodiment of the 
idea is the matter of importance rather 
than the idea itself, which, to his mind, 
can hardly be said to exist apart from its 
representation in the concrete: and he does 
not realize the truth that an ideal once 
conceived is enshrined for ever in the 
mind of the race and will again manifest 
itself—even after a long lapse of time— 
when the right conditions shall again ob- 
tain for its manifestation: that it may re- 
turn with a reinforcement of vigor and 
a new power of elaboration: that from 
a vanished art or literature may spring a 


b New one holding in its heart the seed of 
fall that was worthy in the old: that on 
} 4n ancient foundation of religion a fresh 
} and vital structure of belief will arise: 


and that the dry bones of a discarded 
philosophy may be again clothed with the 
living tissues of a vital thought. 

The message of Psychic Science to a 
world which has carried its material 
achievements to the highest point that 
they can cafely reach is this: that this 
globe is not a sphere of attainment or of 
any sort of finality of accomplishment in 
the evolutionary sense: but that it 
represents a Sphere of Experiment for the 
development by travail spiritual, mental, 
and physical alike of an order and a per- 
fection not destined to be realized or mani- 
fested here: a preparatory field in which 
we can at best see the fruit of our labors 
in a fragmentary and quickly vanishing 
glimpse of passing beauties which are lost 
to sight again with the turning of the 
kaleidoscope. But these evanescent 
beauties are remembered by the spirit in 
man even though his brain cease to record 
them; and they are stored up in the Racial 
Memory where they are preserved as the 
eternal heritage of each and all. It is the 
effort that man makes towards perfectibil- 
ity;—the strength and quality of that ef- 
fort,—which is all that ultimately counis: 
the concrete realization of his ideals is 
not in itself of permanent value, save as 
the symbol and register of the progress 
he is making towards that state in which 
he is destined to make the discovery that 
Thoughts are Things, and that the things 
of worth and beauty which have from time 
to time symbolized his advance (as by- 
products, so to speak, of his advance in 
ideality) will prove themselves to be his 
inalienable possession in these eternal 
mansions of the mind where ‘neither moth 
nor rust doth corrupt and where thieves 
do not break through or steal’. 

It is curious to reflect that certain forms 
of the christian religion are associated 
with a sort of materialism of a very earthy 
nature. Such forms or dogmas are the in- 
dex of a low state of mental develop- 
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ment among men and women. Apart 
from such dogmas as that of the resurrec- 
tion of the flesh, which is still a matter 
of impassioned conviction with the funda- 
mentalist both in the old and the new 
world, there is the equally material view 


of the christadelphian or adventist who | 


looks for a reign of universal peace on 
earth which shall be of millenial duration, 
under the rule of a fully embodied 
Messiah or Prince of Peace. Here we have 
an old Hebrew notion carried on into the 
Christian system, and it represents the 
utmost to which the gross imagination of 
the mundane believer can attain. The 
same paradox can be observed in the 
dreams of the social idealist and in the 
concept of a Brotherhod of Man which 
are so often preached with fanatical fer- 
vor and would even be enforced by vio- 
lent means by the sentimental doctrinaire 
who is habitually ruthless when it comes 
to convincing others of his views. The 
Socialist dreams of a world ruled with a 
mechanical perfection. He is interested 
first and foremost in the mechanism of 
his scheme and, absorbed in this, is but 
little concerned in what may come after 
his universal order is once fully estab- 
lished. But behind the draperies of his 
democratic throne there lurks the specter 
of Monotony; and it is this horrid specter 
which is apt to grin through the chinks 
of every edifice of earthly perfection which 
the idealist may build. He has made his 


ideal a fact and has imbibed a fervent 


joy from his struggle to attain it: but 
when it is attained, what then? What is 
it that he now faces with a strange sink- 
ing of the heart? It is death: the death 
of stasis and cessation from action. The 
orderly fabric he has built is no longer a 
palace but a prison. Tennyson has voiced 
in his ‘Palace of Art’ the despair of the 
soul which has built a perfect mental 
structure and would make it a permanent 
habitation and place of leisure and final 
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contentment. But the soul will rebel 
against any fixed and settled state of 
things, however beautiful, and the very 
perfections will become symbols of des- 
pair, and its mansion like a deserted home 
from which all life has fled, leaving its 
inmate in solitude. For the soul lives on 
its vital contacts and its ideals can never 
be static. The earth is never destined to 
be the scene of any final attainment. It 
is the trial ground, the school for the pro- 
gressive realization of imperfectly con- 
ceived ideals expressed experimentally 
and in a very partial manner as phases 
of a perfection not to be attained in the 
material save as a symbol and a reflec- 
tion of what is promised in another sphere 
wherein the embodiment of ideas is 
dynamic and no longer static. 

Looking at ordinary human relation- 
ships we may observe the same eternal 
conflict between the material element 
which tends always to preserve a static 
condition, and the spiritual which strains 
for freedom. Hence the many phases of 
the matrimonial problem, and more gener- 
ally the struggle to maintain institutions 
of various sorts which may have long since 
decayed or become unfitted for their 
original pupose. When this involves a 
question of national government, _ the 
spiritual revolt assumes the character ot 
revolution. There is a parallel to all this 
in the innermost soul of each and every 
man. His intuitions are racial and they 
seek their racial affinity. But his intellect 
is personal and it seeks the emphasis of 
the individual personality. With the de- 
velopment of the personal intellect the 
man tends to become isolated mentally 
and psychically from his kind. 

Where the isolating power of the per- 
sonal intellect has reached an extreme 
development, the morbid state known as 
paranoia will tend to manifest itself. It 
is probable that the condition is present 
to some degree in numerous persons 





tion- 
ral 
ment 
static 
rains 
es of 
ener- 
tions 
since 
their 
ves a 
, the 
rer of 
Ll this 
evely 
1 they 
tel lect 
isis of 
he de- 
ct the 
entally 


1e per 
xtreme 
ywn as 


elf. It 


present ; 


Dersons 


THE CREED OF SURVIVAL 492 


whose mentality is normal and not be 
classed as morbid. What is known as 
‘philosopher’s woe’ is a tension of this 
order. When the trouble escapes control, 
there may supervene a variety of forms of 
insanity, sometimes religious mania, illus- 
ions of divinity and so forth: or that 
strange condition of mind known as 
solipsism in which the sufferer loses all 
contact with external reality and becomes 
the center of a universe all his own. Cer- 
tain idealist philosophers have fallen 
victims to this, the only logical form of 
insanity. 

Against this isolation of the personal 
intellect the spirit will revolt and will 
burst its way to freedom, breaking down 
the enclosing walls, sometimes by violent 
means. There are in the soul of man two 
contrasted tendencies as we have seen: 
both evolutionary and both of a necessary 
nature. These must be held in balance. 
The first is the intuitive, affirming his 
unity with nature and the race: the second 
intellectual, asserting his individuality and 
tending to differentiation and to the em- 
phasis of personal traits. The intimations 
of immortality which are part of the ex- 
perience of children are of the first order. 
These are not of a personal nature. The 
second brings with it the belief in personal 
survival. Where this latter element out- 
grows the other to a disproportionate ex- 
tent, it may produce a mood in which the 
annihilation of the personality would be 
a welcome thought and suicide may be 
contemplated or attempted, in the belief 
that this act would terminate once for all 
a state of being which had become in- 


tolerable. But essentially the act of suicide 
means the intuitive demand for freedom 
on the part of the spirit. 

Where the personal life is surrendered 
from some dominant and noble motive 
and, for impersonal ends, the supreme 
sacrifice is made, it follows that the soul 
is re-initiated into the larger content of 
the racial life. The trammels of the in- 
dividual consciousness are thrown off and 
a blissful consciousness of freedom super- 
venes, according to all that has ever been 
chronicled of the last moments of heroes. 
The ecstasy of the martyr for a religious 
cause has thus a certain foundation in the 
natural order of our spiritual and mental 
evolution. 


To sum up: Where the spiritual’ and 
mental elements are in just and perfect 
balance and symmetrically developed, 
the concept of the personal survival will 
be enlarged by the expansive conscious- 


ness of an entry into the greater associa- 
tions of the racial and universal life. And 
the change will be contemplated with en- 
tire satisfaction because it harmonizes the 
two fundamental demands of the soul. 
This is the true outlook of the spiritualist 
rightly so called. It is in absolute contrast 
to the crude dream of those who can see 
in the life beyond only another time-per- 
spective of extended personal experience, 
and whose craving for the lost companion- 
ships of the static life of earth leads them 
to seek to perpetuate those earthly con- 
tacts and relationships which have served 
their time and have—or should have—- 
given place to new modes and new op- 
portunities of growth and advancement. 
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Veridical Records of Defunct Personalities Unknown; received by a 
Research Group in the New York Section of the A. S. P. R. 


* eK K * 


PART 1 


In the Journal for April 1929 
there appeared, under the title ‘A se- 
ries of Psychical Experiments, the editorial 
version of a record of a remarkable nature 
containing a selection of forty in- 
stances of communications purporting to 
come from persons deceased and entirely 
unknown to the sitters, the majority of 
which were verified in detail by reference 
to local postmasters and others resident 
in the often obscure places named by the 
control. A greater number of cases remain 
as yet in manuscript record only, but 
among these are several which seem to 
offer evidence of authenticity too strong 
for any sort of hostile or skeptical 
criticism. 

The 1929 record should be read and 
studied by all who consult the Journal. It 
is too little known. Perhaps it is too per- 
fect for the controversial critic to handle; 
for it is a curious fact that only such cases 
as present points for adverse criticism 
arise into public prominence, whilst those 
which are outside controversy are apt to 
fade out of sight and become buried in the 
files of our printed records and increasing- 
ly difficult of access to all but the most 
painstaking searcher. In view of this 
fact, it becomes at times a duty to recall 
the best and most well-attested cases of 
evidence for survival and to review these 
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with emphasis upon their salient features, 
discussing their significance. 

Were this not so, then the laborious 
record of many years would possess no 
value. Were it arguable that merely the 
lapse of time would attenuate or even 
destroy the value of critical case-records 
then our Psychic Research Societies would 
have been to a large extent wasting their 
time and resources in the accumulation of 
annual records. This is, of course, not so. 
It is merely the frailty of the intellectual 
interest which must have constant new 
material in order to galvanize its atten- 
tion by the momentary stimulus of a novel 
sensation. 

With these ideas in mind, we shall ap- 
peal to our readers to give steady and per- 
severing thought to a series of records be- 
ginning in April 1929 and continuing as 
an organic whole in future issues of the 
Journal: and we would appeal to them to 
view the evidence not only on the merits 
of single cases but also in their cumulative 
force as furnishing a body of testimony 
to the identity of the alleged communi- 
cators more complete and convincing than 
any other series we have known. 

For the reader's convenience we give the 
record in tabular form, noting with an 
asterisk those sittings which have been 
chronicled in the Journal for April 1929. 
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CHRONOLOGICAL TABLE OF THE SITTINGS 
Cited in the Journal for April, 1929, with dates and names 


of Communicators, &c. 


Il. 


III. 


IV. 


VI. 


* KKK * 


March 6th 1928. *Blanche McCall. 


Communicator. 


(pseudonym) 


April 13th 1928. *Marshall Holden. 


(pseudonym). 


May 18th 1928 *the same. 


*the same. 
(with circumstantial 
matter ) 


May 25th. 1928 


May 4th. 1928. *Lwella Bing Birmingham 


NAMES GIVEN 
*Mrs. Edna McCall. 
(sister-in-law) 
*Ethel McCall. (daughter) 
*Charles (husband of Edna) 
and brother of Blanche) 
ALL VERIFIED. 


*Father of Edna McCall. 
mentions 

*Ringston Schiller. 
(step-daughter ) 

*Edsel Holden. (Father of the 
communicator). 

*Daisy ... Widow: second wife 
of communicator. ) 


ALL VERIFIED, AS TO 


NAMES AND RELATION- 
SHIPS. 


*Lionel Birmingham (husband) 
*Lionel Jr. (son) 
*Margaret (Molly) (daughter) 


(*The above are the pseudonyms printed in the record. No address being given, 
it was not practicable to attempt verification. 
ALL SUBSEQUENTLY VERIFIED, but true names withheld in the interest 


of surviving relatives. ) 


March 28th 1928. *Wdllard Warren. (Dr). 


March 28th 1928. *Bertha Florence 
(pseudonym) 


May 4th 1928. Edward Bronson. 


Frank Snow ....s-eee0s 


Anyone recognizing these names is invited 


of Psychic Research. 
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*Holley Hotel. Boston. 
(Died 3 weeks previously) 
VERIFIED 


*Hamilton Florence (husband) 
* Bessie Mooney Florence. 
“Robert . ... 


*Name of Canadian home town 
VERIFIED 


(no details given) 

Daughter married Franklin 
White of Boston, Mass. 

to communicate with the Editor 
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VII. April 13th. 1928. 


4:30 p. m. 
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*Arrival of the fliers off the 
coast of Labrador announced. 
The news did not reach New 
York until 7 p. m. the same day. 
The party had landed about 
noon on the 13th. 


VERIFIED A FEW HOURS LATER. 


April 13th. 1928. *Lillian Russell 


April 20th. *Frederick May 


of Washington. 


April 20th. . *Westendorff Pettitt. 


(pseudonym) 


*Eliza Adams. 
(true name) 


April 20th. 


. April 27th. . *Benjamin Luddington. 


(true name) 


April 27th. 


: * Sarah Mangs 
(all strictly pseudony- 
mous. ) 


or re 


X. May 25th. 1928. *Dr. Foxon of Brooklyn. 


May 25th. 1928. *Samuel Valentine 


Mrs. Schweitzer 


*Roark (pseudonym) of the... 
theatrical agency 
VERIFIED. 


*Kathleen Nielson. 
NO DETAILS FOR VERIFI- 
CATION. 


(Mrs. ) 


*Joseph Pettitt (husband) 
President of large N. Y. busi- 
ness named. 

Lived on Fifth Avenue near 
Tenth Street. 
VERIFIED. 


*of Hopedale, Mass. 
*Frederick Shepherd (son) 
VERIFIED. 


*Daughters Mariette and Helen. 
*Son Robert. 

NO DETAILS FOR VERIFI- 
CATION. 


New York. 

*Harriman (brother) 
*Rebecca. (married daughter) 
(Mr. Patterson Rector 
*Winifred Rector (grandchild 
of daughter) 
*Halstead (son of Rector) 
*Margaret (another daughter of 
Sarah Mangs) 

VERIFIED IN DETAIL. 


*Friend of Sarah Mangs. 
VERIFIED AS Dr. FAXON. 


of New York. 
also of New York. 
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XI. May 11th. 1928. *Foley (Mrs.) *Name of apartment given but 
wrongly located. 
*Nettie Foley (daughter) 
ALL VERIFIED *Minnie (sister) 
*Harold Wrenn (father of the 
communicator ) 


May 11th. 1928. *Franz Mittenberger. *Gretchen. (daughter) 
(true names as given) NO DETAIL FOR VERIFICA- 
TION. 































May 11th. 1928. *Christadora....... *Tyce. (brother) 
of Brooklyn. *Randall (relatives) 
(true names). * Quackenbush. 


NO DETAIL FOR VERIFICATION. 





XII. May 18th. 1928. *James Benjamin Owner of mills. Self and wife 
of Johnstown, Penn. spiritualists. 
(pseudonyms) VERIFIED. 
May 18th. 1928. *E...... ) errs of Moline, Illinois. 
(all clues to names are Died under tragic conditions. 
suppressed for family G... Y... (brother) of 
reasons ) Rock Island 
Diss 2.4 ieee ee 
eee (father. ) 


VERIFIED IN DETAIL. 


babe Darrow. *A daughter now dead. 

of Painesville, Ohio. *Home now Elks’ Home. 
CHIEF FACTS VERIFIED BY 
POSTMASTER. 





May 18th. 1928. *Etienne Marllineare. Mother a Spanish grandee 
of Seville. Marquita (sister) 
(name as given) NO DETAIL FOR VERIFICA- 


TION. 
*John Nickerson NAME VERIFIED BY CITY 





of Somerville Mass. CLERK as resident of Somer- 
ville d. April, 1915. 
Xi. Mey 25. 19996. °..... Ford. *Engaged to Edward Flynn 
(sistes ot Joseph Ford) of the Bronx. Alleged to have 
(true names) been married to him, but this 


is denied by communicator. 
FitzPatrick, Secretary to Edward 
Flyn. 
Miss Shadley, Milliner. 
PRINCIPAL FACTS VERIFIED BY MISS SHADLEY. 
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. June 14th. 1928. *Julia Dean Truesdale. *Charles Dean. (husband) 
Actress. (actual name) POSSIBLY KNOWN. NO VERI- 
FICATION ATTEMPTED. 


. June 1928. *Henry Nims. *Bookseller of Troy. 
(true name) VERIFIED BY POSTMASTER. 
. June ist. 1928. *James Fisk. *Edward Stokes. 
(true names) *Josie Mansfield. 
Marble monument with carved 


figures described. 
VERIFIED AND MONUMENT RIGHTLY DESCRIBED. 


June 21st. 1928. *Carrie S. Twing. ., ‘*Spiritualist lecturer at Onset, 
(true name.) Mass. 
*George Washington *Knew John Slater. 
(a negro.) mentioned 
*Frank Baxter 
IDENTITY OF BOTH COM- 
MUNICATORS VERIFIED. 


June 21st. . *Amy Stoddart Gray *Materializing medium. 
FACT VERIFIED IN 1930. 


June 21st. . *Mrs. James Kelly *of Green Street. Pottsville, Pa. 
(pseudonyms through- *First wife of John Carter 
out). * Jessica (married daughter) 

*Allan (young son) 
FACTS VERIFIED TO EX- 
TENT OF THE ENQUIRIES. 


June 21st. . *Lillian Pearsall *Jessie Leavens (friend 
(true name) *Both of Glens Falls. 
VERIFIED IN DETAIL BY 
THE POSTMASTER, WHO 
KNEW THEM. 


July 26th. 1928. *Julia Stebbins Cowing. *of Old Deerfied, Mass. 
(true name) *Married name began with C 
but not remembered. 
VERIFIED BY POST- 
MISTRESS WHO SUPPLIED 
THE NAME ‘COWING’. 


June 7th. 1928. 


**The asterisks denote the names and other material published in the Journal 
for April 1929. The record then printed ends at this point. All that follows 
has been until now unpublished. Ed. 





VARIETIES OF CROSS 
CORRESPONDENCE 


* * *K *K * 


A comparison of notable instances, such as the Piper and Margery series 
with a review of methods and results. 


By FREDERICK BLIGH BOND 


* * KK * 


This paper, though appearing as an 
editorial compilation, is based largely up- 
on a careful study and analysis of records 
made by Mr. E. E. Dudley, to whom as 
well as to Dr. Mark Richardson and Dr. 
L. R. G. Crandon, due acknowledgment 
is made for the substance of the contri- 
bution. 


In the four numbers of our Journal for 
May, June, July and September 1928, will 


be found the record of a series of remark- 
able “Experiments in Thought-Transfer- 
ence” by Dr. Richardson. These experi- 
ments are of the type known as ‘cross- 
correspondence’. They were conducted by 
groups of responsible students under ex- 
pert control. and in presence of many 
oher reputable persons whose bona fides 
cannot be assailed. They were charac- 
terized by the greatest care in the selection 
of material and the greatest possible ac- 
curacy in the conditions ruling their pro- 
duction. But their results were of so ex- 
traordinary a nature as to seem incredible 
to many readers, and to some minds it ap- 
peared that collusion or confederacy 
furnished the only possible explanation. 
But the circumstances were such as to pre- 
clude even the remotest possibility of any- 
thing in the nature of a prior arrange- 
ment, even were it supposed that the will 
existed in any two or more of the persons 


engaged to contrive an elaborate mystifi- 
cation. 
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All collusion is ruled out, as it could 
not have a place in view of the facts at- 
tested. 

We are therefore on secure ground in 
an attempt to establish a detailed compari- 
son between the ‘Margery-Correspon- 
dences’ and others which have the warrant 
of official investigation and endorsement 
by our English colleagues of the S. P. R. 
Let us then discuss in detail the more im- 
portant of these experiments, noting their 
differences as to origin and results when 
compared with the American series. 


THE ENGLISH POSITION 

There is no doubt that the present con- 
sensus of judgement in favor of Telepathy 
is due to the remarkable series of cross- 
correspondences, conducted over many 
years, with the most painstaking effort, 
and with which the names of Mrs. Piper, 
Mrs. Verrall and others have been promin- 
ently associated. 

A certain platform of conviction has 
been reached thro these as to the reality of 
what is termed ‘telepathy’ and in the 
judgment of many responsible persons the 
evidence offered by the psychics employed 
has pointed towards the hypothesis of 
survival. We say ‘psychics’ advisedly, be- 
cause it has never been incontestably 
shown that the automatists of clairaudients 
thro’ whom these cross-correspondences 
were obtained, were indeed mediums in 
the true sense. And when we come to 
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observe the confused and incoherent 
nature of the fragmentary data gleaned 
from the mass of the whole output, it be- 
comes abundantly clear that all these 
deficiencies are due to the nature of the 
psychic channel employed. 

Mr. E. E. Dudley has discussed at some 
length in the pages of our Journal for 
January to March 1929, the characteristic 
differences between mediumship proper 
and those types of psychic sensibility 
which cannot be so termed, since they be- 
speak nothing pointing infallibly to the 
action of any independent personality 
foreign to the individual whose sub- 
conscious faculties are being engaged for 
the work. Without going the whole way 
in meeting Mr. Dudley’s argument we feel 
that he did a necessary work in showing 
that a large number of so-called mediums 
have been those whose powers lay more 
especially in the fields of clairvoyance, 


clairaudience, psychometry or metagnomy. 
In other words, their phenomena are at- 
tributable to a personal human power, 


however the normal or 
familiar. 

Hence the English position, in its en- 
dorsement of the work of ‘cross-correspon- 
dence’ and the phenomena thence arising, 
is, aS it must be, an admission of the 
telephathic faculty and process as facts 
of nature, and beyond this they cannot 
safely go. 

Can we, on our side, go further ? 

THE AMERICAN POSITION 

Yes, we say: and why? Because our 
experiments are based not upon the 
shifting sands of the subliminal or supra- 
liminal content of the mind of the psychic 
or psychics employed in the task of ob- 
taining cross-correspondence, but on veri- 
table mediumship;—on a type of medium- 
ship which has passed the most severe 
tests of the production of concrete physical 
results and has thereby established itself 
as typical of the intervention and activity 


far beyond 
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of a control,—in other words, of the mani- 
festation of an independent agent in the 
production of the phenomena. As to the 
identity of the control, that is a question 
quite apart from the present arena of dis- 
cussion. The contention is that a personal- 
ity and intelligence other than that of 
the medium employed is the true agent in 
the work of production and that, zpso 
facto, the mentality and intelligence of the 
medium proper are ruled out and play no 
appreciable part in the work. This is our 
position and we say that in the record of 
the later phenomena of the ‘Margery’ 
Mediumship we have abundant warrant 
for an affirmative position. 

Our basis can no longer be challenged 
with any measure of success. We are, in 
fact, the challengers. The onus of rebuttal 
lies on our sceptical opponents. In our 
present number appears the announce- 
ment of further evidence from physical 
mediumship in support of our position. 
The thumbprints of our recently de- 
ceased friend Judge Charles S. Hill have 
been reproduced with absolute fidelity in 
the séance-room, declared by expert 
authority to be the perfect fac-simile of 
those registered in life and securely held 
for comparison in the interval between 
their first registration and the production 
of the psychic fac-similes. 

THE ‘MARGERY’ CRross-CORRESPONDENCE 

These, then, are based upon the actual 
mediumship of Margery, rather than up- 
on her powers as a psychic. But we do 
not minimise the importance of those 
powers; for we have made use of her 
clairvoyant faculties in the work of inter- 
communication. 

VALUE OF THE CLAIRVOYANT FACULTY 

The careful work of such continental 
metapsychists as Geley, Richet, Osty and 
others has established, by experimental 
method, the reality of this power. Osty 
has shown many results obtainable by 
clairvoyance, though he recognizes its 
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limitations. His work and that of Geley 
have enabled us to avoid some of the pit- 
falls into which earlier enquirers have 
stumbled. 

We would not derogate in the least 
from the importance of the cross-corres- 
pondences obtained by the London S. P. R. 
From many angles they appear valuable. 
But they are subject to the limitations de- 
creed by their psychic origin in which true 
mediumship as we have defined it, can- 
not be positively maintained, and is not 
officially affirmed by any consensus of 
opinion. 

THE MATERIAL OF THE ENGLISH 
Cross-CORRESPONDENCL 

It has been admitted that the records 
contain much that is close to the border 
line of irrelevance, whilst much more is 
in need of greater coherence between the 
scripts if it is to rise to an acceptable 
standard as evidence. It is acknowledged 
that the percentage of useful material has 
needed to be carefully sifted from a great 
mass of neutral matter covering long 
periods of time, also that the bulk of the 
script is marked by circumlocution and the 
introduction of much of what appears to 
be derived from the mind of the psychic 
i. e. memories, beliefs, prejudices etc. 

Among the subjects employed we find 
the names of Mr. Verrall, Miss Helen 
Verrall, Mrs. Piper, Mrs. King, and Mrs. 
Willett. Mrs. Piper was apparently the 
only professional medium engaged. Her 
work has, naturally, been subject to 
criticism in the S. P. R. Proceedings,’ and 
attempts have been made to counter such 
criticisms, as in the case of the Hall and 
Tanner experiments.? In this connection 
certain very important facts cited by A. J. 
Philpott® and G. B. Dorr demand more 
careful attention. From these we see that 
her ‘control’ were unable to distinguish 
between the statements, beliefs, desires or 


(1) Proceedings S. P. R. vol. 25 p. 49 
(2) Studies in Spiritism—Hall and Tanner 
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dreams of her sitters, and the facts. This 
may be probable to a great extent the 
fault of the sitters. The controls of a 
psychic are very suggestible. Osty has 
shown that in contacting a clairvoyant the 
sitter needs to clear his mind of any 
opinions about the matter under scrutiny. 
In this connection the genesis of the 
“Spaiton Moses—Imperator, Group com- 
municators thro Mrs. Piper's mediumship 
should be noted by the reader. 


A careful study of the records in this 
case may suggest the extent to which the 
psychic may be able correctly to reflect the 
opinions of the sitter as well as those who 
intentionally or otherwise supply her with 
objects which she can psychometrize. 


There is evidence that Mrs. Holland 
certainly, and with much probability some 
or all the other psychics employed in the 
English series, were psychometrists. We 
need not further emphasize the fact that 
they were telepathic automatists. This 
fact is held to be essential to the 


evidence adduced for the Myers control. 
But the significance of this knowledze, as 
it appears to us, seems hardly to have in- 
fluenced the official line of investigation. 
Telepathic tests were arranzed between 
Mrs. Verrall and Mrs. Holland and the 


Research Officer provided the letter which 
constituted the physical link of clairvoy- 
ance (What in America would be called 
the ‘ballot’). Not only did she corres- 
pond with both automatists but she per- 
mitted them to exchange letters which 


though of a nature innocuous enough from 
the information standpoint, nevertheless 
affect the status of the resulting communi- 
cations. The scripts published show that 
immediately following the receipt of such 
letters, Mrs. Holland had a considerable 
access of supernormal knowledge on sub- 


(3) ‘The Quest for Dean Bridgman Conner’ A. J. 
Philpott 


J. W. Luce & Co, 
Boston, 1915. 
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jects clearly related to what the Research 
Officer was thinking, doing or seeing. 

These cross-correspondences often re- 
quired long intervals before they could be 
regarded as in any way evidential. But 
even when completed in a brief period, 
the interchange of letters and in a few 
cases also the personal contact between 
the automatists, must be weighed in the 
scales of evidence. 


THE ‘Myers’ COMMUNICATIONS 


In presenting the scripts which were de- 
clared to show valid cross-correspondences 
as a part of the purpose of the deceased 
leader of psychic research, F. W. H. 
Myers, certain hypotheses were put for- 
ward. These appear in the record of the 
discussions which followed. 

So much of the material of the scripts 
centered around classical and historical al- 
lusions, quotations from literary sources 
etc. that it was asumed on this ground that 
Myers was the controlling personality. 
Certainly the scripts made that claim. 
Equally, Myers was known to have 
possessed the requisite knowledge. But 
in the technique of these communications 
a crucial problem arises. The cross-cor- 
respondences are built up from fugitive 
fragments, elusive, symbolic, and often 
very oblique or indirect. They are ad- 
mittedly very complex and difficult to 
elucidate. It is held that this method was 
adopted in order to rule out the assump- 
tion of telepathy from the living; and 
this may indeed be correct, as it would ap- 
pear reasonable. But if Myers were be- 
hind all this, we find it necessary to ask 
the question whether this really was the 
technique of his own choosing, as has 
been so often inferred? Was it, in fact, 
the best that he could devise, or was it the 
best that he could procure under the con- 
ditions available to him for the work. In 
other words, would he not have preferred 
to put through a series of cleancut tests, 
without any ‘loose ends” or any dilution 
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by irrelevant matter, had such a plan been 
feasible to him in his control of the 
channels selected ? 


Mrs. Holland’s Scripts show an appar- 
ent eagerness to put over convincing 
proof. They exhibit disappointment at the 
communicator’s failure to bring through 
words and phrases in language unknown 
to herself, and they also betray concern at 
her tendency to interpolate her own ideas 
in the script, thus confusing the message. 
In the case of Mrs. Verrall, who was her- 
self a fine classical scholar, the question 
at issue becomes more acute as to the 
origin of some of the ideas reflected. 

The manifest desire to put through 
“clean-cut” tests is consistent with Freder- 
ick Myers’ known appreciation of the 
value of direct evidence. In a case recently 
referred to by Sir Oliver Lodge in which 
the medium Mrs. Thompson sat in his 
house, there appears to have been an at- 
tempt at a direct cross-correspondence 
with Mrs. Verrall in which Myers is the 
apparent communicator. This is simple 
and straightforward. It compares favor- 
ably with the spontaneous test initiated by 
Walter using Valiantine and Margery. 
The difficulties surrounding the presenta- 
tion of “‘clean-cut’’ cross-correspondences 
at that time and with such subjects, were 
well stated by Sir Oliver in the S. P. R. 
Proceedings (Vol. XXV. pp. 118-119). 
It is clear that he does not attribute all 
the obfuscation of these scripts to an effort 
on the part of the communicator to dis- 
guise his meaning in order to rule out the 
assumption of telepathy from the living. 
On the contrary, he believes some of the 
confusion to be due to ‘fundamental dif- 
ficulties grouped around the subject, and 
to the conditions under which alone com- 
munications are possible’. The more 
carefully these records are studied in the 
light of Sir Oliver's interpretation as well 
as in view of later evidence, the more 
clearly we shall see that when Myers 
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found that he could not get ‘clean-cut’ 
messages though these automatists he did 
the next best thing. He made a virtue 
of necessity and endeavored to float his 
ideas by means of analogy and suggestion, 
using quotations, symbolic illusions, com- 
plementary or associated phrases, and not 
even disdaining the use of puns as 
phonetic equivalent. 


Until the necessity is understood, the 
observation of such crude and devious 
methods might well breed doubt in the 
minds of many students of the subject. 
To ourselves they are highly suggestive. 
But broadly it must be admitted that all 
that these English cross-correspondences 
have really proved is the fact that the 
telepathic automatist is vot the most suit- 
able instrument for the presentation of 
anything so exacting as a cross-test. But 
we again affirm and would impress 
the view with every assurance, that 
through the automatic writing of a 
well-developed physical medium exact and 
clean cut statements can be made without 
the alloy of associative interpolations. 
And it should be further emphasized that 
the state of genuine trance is a powerful 
aid to the purification of the utterance 
from any taint of the sub-conscious know- 
ledge or opinion of the medium. There 
remains almost always the problem of the 
sitter’s mind or minds. The subjugation 
of this influence is a matter of selection, 
discipline and experience. But in the 
record of the ‘Margery’ cross-correspon- 
dences it is from the very facts of the case 
eliminated. They are pure of the sub- 
conscious alloy, because there is no prior 
communication between the groups of 
responsible persons who sit for the 
phenomenon at widely separated places. 
The only ‘rapport’ between the groups 
has been the necessary exchange of letters 
or telegrams between the organising heads 





(4) see ‘Light’ July 26, 1930. 
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(5) see ‘Psychic Research’ for May 1928, pp. 261-2. 
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of each for the synchronising of the date 
and hour of the sittings. 


“THE Days OF CREATION” 


This is the title given to a series of 
English cross-correspondences above the 
average for simplicity and directness. The 
series is cited by Mr. Piddington (6), 
Past President of the S. P. R. in his dis- 
cussion of Dr. Geley’s claims to have pro- 
duced cross-tests ““d’une grande- simpli- 
cite”’. 

The automatists were Mrs. Verrall, 
Mrs. King, and Mrs. Willett. It has to 
do with first chapter in Genesis, which 
is equivalent to saying what the material 
is taken from the book most widely read 
in the Western world. The writings cover 
a period of almost eight years. (Dec. 24, 
1906 to October 14, 1914) with a possible 
prior reference in January 1902. In ex- 
planation of the method adopted by the 
communicator we quote the following 
from Mrs. Verrall’s script of April 6, 
1914. 


“We have to get things through as we 
can, and sort them out afterwards bit by 
bit. Otherwise we should never get on 
at all’. 


There is no question but that this script 
is relatively simple as compared with the 
others in the S. P. R. record. Yet when 
it and similar ones are compared with the 
tests described by Geley, or with those 
that have been achieved between Margery 
and other mediums (now on both sides of 
the Atlantic) they will appear relatively 
complex and the evidence of a discarnate 
agent or communicator will seem but slen- 
der. Had the “Margery” cross-tests been 
devised and carried out on a similar plan 
to these S. P. R. examples they would have 
been submitted to the same standard of 
criticism before they were published. 





(6) Proceedings S. P. R. vol. XXIX pp. 1-45 
(‘Cross correspondence of a Gallic Type”) (See 
pp. 12 et seq. for this matter). 











503 


THE QUESTION OF ‘BONA FIDES’ 

In the discussions arising on the S. P. R. 
records it has been made quite clear that 
the good faith of the mediums and of all 
other persons concerned either as sitters 
or as go-betweens must be granted if the 
results were to possess any standing. The 
conditions under which these were re- 
ceived admitted of no alternative. After 
all, this is as it should be, following the 
salutary principle recognized between op- 
ponents or controversialists in other fields. 
In politics, law, religion, and other arenas 
of debate we, as a community claiming 
to be civilized, have fairly emerged now 
from that distressful period in which the 
stock argument of the propagandist of any 
particular view was to discredit the good 
faith of your opponent’ either by in- 
nuendo or by direct accusation. It is high 
time that psychic research should be freed 
from this retrograde tendency, and that 
it should be deemed impossible to suggest 
collusion or conspiracy among groups of 
people of good repute who are actuated 
by the desire to probe the obscurer laws 
of life and nature. The suggestion is one 
which kills cooperation and stifles the 
spirit of friendly relationship, rendering 
intercourse impossible. 

But it is clear that until some instrument 
or other quite impersonal means can be 
devised whereby the question of agency 
can be entirely transferred from the per- 
sons of the medium or others in the group, 
we are liable to be subje¢t to the nuisance 
of the scoffing challenger of the bona fides 
of those concerned; for the evidence as to 
their honesty rests upon probabilities only, 
however high. 

If the bona fides of the telepathic or 
psychometric writer of scripts be adjudged 
acceptable, then why not admit in like de- 
gree the good faith of the physical med- 
ium? Which of the two orders of med- 
iumship is the more likely to lend itself 
to deception either conscious or sub- 
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conscious? Which of the two can be 
most effectively controlled? Geley has 
shown that if the medium cheats it is 
usually the fault of the investigators. 
This applies to automatists as well. We 
are not of course speaking here of spurious 
mediumship of or spurious psychic gifts, 
neither of which can long maintain a 
showing in the hands of trained investi- 
gators. But if all question of the possible 
agency of the medium or sitter can be 
eliminated, we shall have taken a further 
step, and a very important one, towards 
placing the phenomena on a firm founda- 
tion of authority. 
Dr. RICHARDSON’S METHOD 

When preparing for these cross-tests, 
Dr. Richardson saw that there were two 
important factors which must be con- 
trolled if evidential results were to fol- 
low. These were: 

(a) Control of the time-interval be- 
tween the presentation of the material for 
cognition by the communicator (in dark- 
ness) and its receipt by one or more 
mediums, and: 

(b) The control and selection of the 
material used, so that neither medium nor 
sitter could have normal knowledge of its 
exact nature. 

THE TIME CONTROL 

In cases where the cross-correspondence 
was planned for reception at some distant 
place, as e. g. between Boston and Buffalo, 
it was clearly unnecessary to limit the time 
to anything much less than the approxi- 
mate duration of the ‘Margery’ séance. It 
was of course understood that all sittings 
were to be held simultaneously. It is 
obvious to any reasonable critic that if 
cognition were made in a “Margery” 
séance there could be no normal trans- 
mission until that séance closed. Nor 
could there be any normal transmission 
for an indefinite period immediately fol- 





(7) e. g. the old sardonic legal maxim “When you 
find ver case is weakening, abuse the plaintiff’s at- 
torney.” 
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lowing the closure of the sitting, because 
such normal communication must proceed 
by telegraph or telephone and either takes 
some time. 

Incideneolly it may be mentioned that 
the fact of such communication has al- 
ways been a matter of record in the office 
of origin. 

As two of the remote groups were 
amateur (the Hardwicke and Litzelmann 
groups) and as the distant tests with these 
and the group sitting in New York with 
Valiantine as medium were being carried 
out as items incidental only to the business 
of the séance (seeing that they would oc- 
cupy but a small fraction of the whole 
period of the Boston sitting) absolute ex- 
actness in timing seemed almost too much 
to ask for or to expect. The results as a 
matter of fact exceeded expectations. 
They fall well within the permissible 
limits. 

THE CONTROL OF THE SUBJECT MATTER 

But it is in the selection and control 
of the material for cross-tests that we find 
an even sharper contrast between these 
and the S. P. R. series. In the case of the 
S. P. R. tests, the material had a personal 
flavor. Its source was the classics. Given 
a clear hint, the structure of many of the 
cross-correspondences might be obtained 
either normally or chairvoyantly. In the 
‘Margery’ cross-tests, on the other hand, 
the material was selected for its entirely 
impersonal nature. 

This principle was carried to an ex- 
treme length. Those elements were em- 
ployed which Sir Oliver Lodge has re- 
garded as the most difficult of transmiss- 
ion. And the most difficult forms of this 
refractory type of material were trans- 
mitted with what may be adjudged as en- 
tire success. 

Without notice, the type of matter 
transmitted was changed from time to 
time. This did not affect results. Num- 
bers, diagrams, and disconnected words 
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were introduced in such manner as to re- 
duce the personal equation to its lowest 
terms, and to eliminate expectant atten- 
tion on the part of any medium*. As a 
further precaution much of the material 
to be transmitted was chosen at the time 
in hap-hazard fashion from a larger col- 
lection, (as, for example, a part of a page 
of a magazine would be torn out by the 
sitter momentarily selected for the task). 
This would be held forth or laid on the 
small table in the circle, all in entire dark- 
ness, and after cognition would be felt 
for and removed to security without the 
use of a light. 


WHAT Is IMPLIED BY SUCCESS 


If, now, items thus recognised by the 
control in darkness are correctly trans- 
mitted in whole or part according to an 
agreed plan, to one or more mediums 
sitting at a great distance (say from 200 
to 500 miles away) then certain facts 
have been established. Normal cognition 
on the part of any one at the place of 
origin is ruled out, both by the darkness, 
and by the fact the material itself is un- 
known, being fortuitiously chosen a mom- 
ent before. 

The séance-room is isolated. There can 
be no intrusion and all individuals present 
are accounted for. It follows then that: 

(a) Some one is clairvoyant 

(b) The clairvoyant is in touch with 
mediums or groups at a great geographical 
distance. (In the case of Venice this was 
some 3,000 miles) 

(c) The clairvoyant has selected the 
detail of the material to be transmitted to 
each distant medium, and has impressed 
them each with the exact elements to be 
interpreted in writing, at the same time 
inducing trance in these mediums at the 
moment desired, or: 

(c’) The other mediums have exercised 
clairvoyance from a distance and have 


(8) see “Psychic Research” Mov 19°98 Exper. 5 & 6 
Also June 1928 Exper. 11. 


pp. 264-265. 
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made their own selections which strangely 
enough are found later to coincide not 
only with each other but with what the 
Boston medium is impelled to write after 
the conclusion of the seance and before 
the exhibition of the guarded material. 

There is no room for doubt that the 
hypothesis (c) is simpler and more agree- 
able to reason than the relatively improb- 
able (c’). The further alternative is:— 

(d) The cognition, selection, trans- 
mission, as also the post-séance writing 
by the medium and the translation by the 
distant mediums of the same material are 
a function of some mind or minds in- 
dependent of medium and sitters alike. 

N. B. There has been no indication 
that the sitters are appreciably clairvoyant. 


THE CHOICE OF ALTERNATIVES 


Giving due weight to the nature of the 
material employed, to the exactitude with 
which it is transmitted and received, and 
to the entire absence of extraneous matter, 
the hypotheses (c) and (c’) appear im- 
probable. Either one is difficult, and as- 
sumes a great deal more than a strictly 
scientific attitude can readily accept. The 
necessary assumptions become more com- 
plex as one looks further into them. 
Something more than individual clairvoy- 
ance must be invoked under (c’), to ex- 
plain the consensus in selection. And 
there is no experimental evidence in being, 
in our knowledge, which would suggest 
that either (c) or (c) are tenable 


hypotheses. 

But if (d) alone remains to us, the an- 
swer seems clear. We are dealing with a 
discarnate personality or group of person- 
alities. Everything happens as though this 
were true. Certainly if, as a result of the 
S. P. R. cross-correspondences there be any 
warrant found for such an assumption, a 
yet stronger warrant is discoverable in the 
‘Margery’ series. These remarks apply to 
the cross-tests in English. 
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Cross-Tests IN UNKNOWN LANGUAGES 


But when we come to consider the pur- 
posive transmission of controlled material 
selected at random in the dark, and the 
translation of this and other phrases 
spontaneously contributed into Chinese— 
a language absolutely unknown to any 
person connected with these tests, and 
when the Chinese translation of the mess- 
age is written out through the distant 
medium is also taken into account, it is 
no longer possible to assume any normal 
participation in the act on the part of 
mediums or sitters. All are segregated 
from the process. The only possible al- 
ternative would be the existence of such 
enormous extension of the. metagnomic 
faculty on the part of some person en- 
gaged as would render its possessor able 
to make fluent use of a language of which 
he had never any normal knowledge and 
to translate in an idiom vastly different 
from that of his own tongue, freely, quick- 
ly and accurately, passages from that 
tongue to the other normally unknown 
one, and vice versa. 


THE DISCARNATE COMMUNICATOR 


One of these independent mentalities 
purports, as we know, to communicate at 
Lime Street seances with great regularity 
by means of a demonstrably independent 
voice. He claims to Walter Stewart 
Stinson. He has produced again and 
again the same fingerprint, constant in 
pattern, yet varied in modes of projec- 
tion*. Further, he has not only produced 
them at Lime Street in circumstances 
which admit of no confederacy (no 
‘friend’ of the medium being present) 
but has furnished them through the med- 
iumship of Dr. Hardwicke at Buffalo— 
some 500 miles away. This was also a 
cross-test. | 


*ij. e. as ‘positive’ and ‘negative’; ‘convex’ and ‘con- 
cave’; ‘direct’ and ‘reversed’ as in a mirror-image 
these constituting many varieties and therefore de- 
manding an equivalent number of ‘dies’, if dies be 


supposed. 
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Economy of hypothesis lends weight to 
the apparent fact that all these tests were 
carried out approximately in the same 
manner and under the same direction. 
They show the same family resemblances. 
They are clearly steps towards a single end 
that is being held in view and are as 
closely and as integrally related as are the 
steps in a flight of stairs. 

Their separate elements, as given 
through the different mediums, are un- 
colored by any of the idiosyncracies, be- 
liefs, memories, or word-associations of 
these mediums. Whenever the personal 
element enters at all (apart from the 
translation of phrases from English to 
Chinese), it is the personality of Walter, 
—a consistent personality—which 1s 
noted; and this has been manifest at Lime 
Street for more than seven years. The 
same personality, betraying vivid marks of 
identity, has proclaimed its presence in 
quite other groups at Winnipeg in Mani- 
toba, and at Lebanon in New Hampshire, 
and in these instances the whole environ- 
ment has been independent of the corres- 
pondent groups. 

These evidences of independence may 
be contrasted with those attendant upon 
the S. P. R. cross-correspondences. 


REASONS For THE DIFFERENCE 


Naturally we have sought for the rea- 
sons underlying these differences. Sir 
Oliver Lodge thinks it probable that 
with an entranced medium “more com- 
plete control could be exercised and the 
inevitable sophistication would be less 
when the conditions are favorable than 
with a medium not entranced”, and that 
“it may thus be possible sometimes, and 
with difficulty, to get recorded words or 
signs alien to the mill of the automatist, 
who indeed is then, I am inclined to think, 
not so much an automatist influenced 
telepathically as an automaton, or 
agency, or machine ‘possessed’, for the 


time, by some experienced and managing 
‘control’ who operates dynamically or 
telergically.” 

This hypothesis of Sir Oliver’s would 
seem to have been based, in part at least, 
on the trance of Mrs. Piper. It is there- 
fore to be expected that whenever a med- 
ium is found whose trance is apparently 
complete, and who shows an entire ab- 
sence of sophistication, the transmission of 
alien words or signs should either actual- 
ly reach perfection or approximate near- 
ly thereto. 

Sir Oliver's view is endorsed by recent 
experience in connection with a _ well- 
known medium in New York sittings 
(A. S. P. R. Sectional) and tallies with 
what has already been said as to the 
superiority of automatic over ‘telepathic’ 
communications in eliminating the as- 
sociative personal element. The experience 
of the ‘Margery’ group with various 
physical mediums has shown them that 
the mental phenomena produced by med- 
iums of the energetic type is far superior 
in accuracy and reliability to those offered 
by the telepathic mediums. Walter has 
consistently refused to attempt cross-cor- 
respondence through mediums of the 
telepathic type. As he himself has said 
“IT am not sure that I can get anything 
through them, and if I did, I would not 
know whether I had or not.” 

Only rarely does it happen that tele- 
pathic sensitives have been known to speak 
or to write in languages unknown to them; 
and in cases where this has occurred, the 
results are more usually confined to a few 
words, frequently garbled in their produc- 
t10n. 

XENOGLOSSY IN THE ‘MARGERY’ 

MEDIUMSHIP 

Before the commencement of the cross- 
tests it had already been shown that 
through Margery, when in trance, many 
different languages quite unknown to her 
could be written. It was known also that 
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in her presence Walter could cognize 
material in the dark and with great ac- 
curacy. Within the present writer's ex- 
perience one or two striking instances of 
accurate psychometric description have 
been given by Walter. One of these was in 
a quite unfamiliar circle, in the house of 
a family unconnected with the Lime Street 
group, Margery’s husband not being 
present. 


It has also been constantly noted that 
Margery’s normal knowledge, her beliefs 
or prejudices in no degree color or affect 
Walter’s remarks or reactions. Walter has 
shown that he can control Dr. Hardwicke 
in somewhat the same manner and with 
somewhat the same results. In the writer’s 
judgment (based upon a recent Winnepeg 
experience) Walter's control of one of 
the physical mediums employed by Dr. 
Hamilton was equally characteristic. He 
has claimed that he can use other physical 
mediums of the same type as Margery or 
Hardwicke to the same end. 


The general conclusion on the facts is 
that experimental cross-tests can be suc- 
cessfully completed through well-de- 
veloped physical mediums; and that, in 
the presence of such mediums, controlled 
material of random selection can be 
cognized in darkness, sub-divided into con- 
venient parts, and exactly transmitted to 
and impressed upon one or more distant 
mediums within the space of a few min- 
utes. Nor are those few minutes essential 
to the process of transmission in the 
geographical sense, if we are to accept 
Walter's explanation; for he has explicit- 
ly stated to the present writer and others 
(4 propos of his Venice experiments) 
that the time consumed on the journey was 
bestowed, not upon the actual ‘telegraphy’ 
from point to point, but in getting the 
details accurately into the dense brain- 
matter of the mediums engaged. 
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THE ScCEPTIC’S POINT OF VIEW 


The only published criticism of these 
experiments officially made and remain- 
ing until now unanswered will be found 
in the S. P. R. Proceedings Part 110. Vol. 
XXXVIII (for May 1929,) over the 
signature of the Editor (T. Besterman). 
Notwithstanding the fact that it falls far 
below the standards of accuracy and 
courtesy established by the founders of the 
S. P. R., it may be worth while to dis- 
cuss briefly certain points which might 
otherwise prove misleading. These we will 
take seriatim. 


N. B. He suggests that the material pre- 
sented by Dr. Richardson may attract a 
few individuals to the study of the records 
of cross-correspondence published by the 
S. P. R. That hope we echo and, with 
all due modesty, believe that the experi- 
ments with Margery and other physical 
mediums will not suffer thereby. 

The S. P. R. officer's method of critic- 
ism lacks the suavity of Mr. Piddington’s 
critique of the findings of Dr. Geley, 
though it is aimed (in part) at similar 
features of the ‘Margery’ tests. 


POINTS OF UNANSWERED CRITICISM 


(1) With the suggestion that there is 
a remote resemblance between the two 
types of evidence we find ourselves unable 
to agree. There are marked differences as 
has already been pointed out, and these 
may be further detailed. 


(2) To the further suggestion that 
criticism of work done outside the S. P. R. 
should be as unsparing as that aimed at 
the work done within the Society, we 
would say that this is a_ personal 


opinion in which we can have no interest 
until this writer applies exactly the same 
sort of criticism to the work of members 
of the S. P. R. whose position with regard 
to their Society is the same as that of our 
own groups of ‘Margery’ investigators in 
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relation to the American S. P. R. 

(3) The question of the bona fides of 
the mediums has already been discussed. 
It must be obvious to any unprejudiced 
reader of the article in Psychic Research 
that it was Dr. Richardson’s aim so to 
order matters that the question of bona 
fides should not arise. In this he suc- 
ceeded. 

(4) The statement that (p. 402) “It 
is quite impossible, by any such procedure, 
to prove the independence of Walter” 
begs the question. No such claim had 
been made on the basis of the evidence 
presented at that stage. The criticism is 
therefore irrelevant. 

(5) His criticism of the test involving 
the phrase “NO ONE EVER STOPS TO 
KICK A DEAD HORSE” and the numeri- 
cal problem 11 x 2=22 is also misdirected 
for these two reasons: 


a. He assumes that because the body of 
the telegram carries the words ‘‘nine forty- 
five”, they indicate that this was the time 
at which the script was produced. But on 
p. 405 he takes this as the time of the 
sending of the telegram. And then, quite 
unmindful of this confusion of—shall we 
say—ideas, he assumes that there must 
have been something wrong because, he 
says, the séance did not begin until 9:50. 
Here he goes astray. He is apparently rely- 
ing on the statement in Psychic Research 
for June (p. 355) to the effect that the 
trance supervened at 9:50. He should 
read this again. But he also seems un- 
aware that every American telegram 
carries the time of its filing in the date 
line. Reference to the original telegram 
shows that in this case the time of send- 
ing was 10:25 P. M. 

b. On p.405 he again finds cause for 
suspicion in the fact that the Hardwicke 
group recognized that the letters HO-R- 
SE2, when written (as they were) on two 


*Some Modern Mediums. By Theodore Besterman. 
London. Methuen & Co. Is. 6d. net. 


sheets of paper spell “HORSE” plus the 
numeral ‘2’. He thinks that some explana- 
tion is demanded. Let us refer to the ac- 
count given (P. R. June 1928 p. 355) 

“Raising his right hand, still in contact 
with the left hand of his neighbor, he 
(Hardwicke) picked up a pencil and 
wrote rapidly and accurately on two of 
the pieces of paper in the center of the 
table’. 

The sitters saw, of course, the order in 
which the letters were written and being 
of normal intelligence, would arrive at the 
conclusion that HO-R-SE spelt “horse” 
and that ‘Heros’ or any other anagram 
would be less readily admissible though 
more engagingly cryptic for a cross-test. In 
fact, they had a measure of that proverbial 
“horse-sense” which is supposed to help 
people out of difficulties. And now, hav- 
ing administered our final kick to this very 
dead horse, we will pass on to our next 
point. 

c. The amusing, if somewhat elemen- 
tary, arithmetical exercises in which he 
demonstrates that there are combinations 
other than 11x2 which result in the an- 
swer 22 has nothing to do with the case. 
The cards and calendar sheets were seen by 
the writer on the opening of the box after 
the automatic writing was given. They 
had been shuffled and laid out within the 
box by Walter in such manner as to read 
in this way and in this way alone. The 
sign ‘X’ had been laid face upwards on 
the top of the pile of cardboard diagrams. 
Our critic makes the ingenious suggestion 
that ‘X’ might be ‘+’ and that the 22 may 
be the sum of any two added numbers. 
But the diagram was not interpretable as 
the ‘Plus’ sign as he would know if he 
had seen it. 


“SOME MODERN MEpbIUMS’’* 


Under this title our critic has issued a 
book in which the substance of the fore- 
going criticisms are embodied. He dis- 
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cusses the work of five selected ‘mediums’ 
some of whose work he has personally in- 
vestigated whilst in the case of others he 
relies upon his studies of the available 
evidence. The work is immature as he 
does not discriminate between the med- 
ium and the psychic. One of his chapters 
is devoted to a psychic subject (Mme 
Kahl-Toukholka) personally investigated 
by him; but there seems nothing to 
show that this lady is a medium at 
all. She is a telepathic sensitive with 
a peculiar skin-reaction and that is about 
all. Last of the five comes Margery, as to 
whose genuine mediumship he reserves 
judgment. This is after all but prudent, 
seeing that he has never had a sitting with 
Margery. Nor is he familiar with the per- 
sonnel of those who have played a leading 
part in the sifting and presentation of the 
evidence. This want of knowledge lands 
him in a strange pitfall. He finds fault 
(p. 165)+ with the fact that ‘Captain X’ 
marked the cards used in two of the ex- 
periments, and he complains that such 
marks should have been made ‘by an in- 
dependent person’. He questions the good 
faith of ‘the anonymous Captain X’ and 
says that it would have been prudent to 
exclude him, and that he was the last per- 
son in the world who ought to have been 
allowed access to the box when opened 
when the lights were out. The implication 
is obvious. ‘Finally’ he says (p. 166)+ 
‘It seems a needless piece of mystification 
to suppress Captain X’s name in these 
records’. But Mr. Besterman is not in ig- 
norance of Captain X’s real name, as he 
himself admits in the ensuing paragraph. 
He is careful however not to reveal it to 
his readers in this place. Had he done so, 
it would have been difficult to sustain the 
argument that Captain X was ‘the last 
person in the world who ought to have 
been allowed access . . . when the lights 
were out’ For he knows perfectly well 


TOp cit. 
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that Captain X, whose name could not be 
given until he had himself authorized the 
disclosure, was none other than Captain 
Fife, the authoritative fingerprint expert 
who came in as a detective and radical 
critic of the whole procedure and, as Mr. 
Besterman must be well aware, was the 
independent observer specially qualified 
for the task of control and observation. 
The book is published by its author in his 
private capacity, and not officially as the 
Editor of the Journal of the S. P. R. Hence 
nothing more than a personal responsi- 
bility need attach to such a passage as the 
following (p. 170) 
“Apart from the books of Mr. Bird 
there has been produced a . 
far too voluminous literature by the 
supporters of the mediumship. The 
Journal of the American Society for 
Psychical Research has, since 
that Society abandoned its scientific 
status, been filled to repletion with 
articles on this subject.” 

The democratization of knowledge, and 
the sacrifice of academic privilege in 
order to enable the larger circle of en- 
quirers to avail themselves of information 
vital to research, rather than its jealous 
inclusion within a limited group of social 
distinction, is liable to be construed by 
some who would maintain the barriers 
of an intellectual aristocracy, as a descent 
from the scientific platform. But in this 
matter we feel that such a leader as Sir 
Oliver Lodge is clearly pointing the way 
to a greater and more useful dissemina- 
tion of learning. There has been a great 
abundance of case-records of the Margery 
mediumship. The reason for this fact must 
be sought in the paramount importance of 
her phenomena. 

One specimen of this author’s manner 
of dealing with evidence may be quoted 
and then we have done with the matter. 
In the very brief account he gives (p.165 
of his book) of the ‘mediumless’ sitting 
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of February 1928 he neither gives the 
reference, nor does he mention many sali- 
ent facts. But, speaking of the box of 
cards brought by Captain X, he says: 

“The box was opened at the sitting and 
the lights turned out’. 

The original record from which 
Mr. Besterman derives his informa- 
tion appears in Psychic Research for 
June 1928. p.357, and we would like 
all who have read his version of this to 
consult the original. They will then be 
enlightened as to what actually happened. 
Here are the essential passages from the 
printed record: 

“All the motions of a regular séance 

were faithfully performed. The lights 

were extinguished and the victrola 
meted... . ss Dudley broke the 
circle but not the control while he 
picked up the box, shook it thoroughly, 
opened the cover, and presented it to 

X, who drew one card. All this of 

course was in total darkness. The box 


was then closed and placed by Dudley 

against the right side of his chair, in 

such manner as to remain continuously 
under his control, and closed’. 

It is unnecessary to comment upon an 
inversion of this nature, the seriousness of 
which must be apparent to all. As Mr. 
Besterman’s version stands, it implies 
clearly enough that the box was opened 
in the light. He makes the intent of his 
implication quite clear when he follows 
it up by saying: 

“Captain X. then picked one card “at 

random” out of the box.. .’ 

The use of the inverted commas seems 
clearly meant to suggest that there was 
nothing whatever really random about the 
process—that, in fact, Captain X was fool- 
ing himself as well as the sitters. If this 
is ‘scientific’ criticism, then there is need 
of some house-cleaning in the mansions of 
learning. And with this observation we 
may leave the matter to the oblivion 
which we think it surely merits. 








SUMMARY OF CONTRASTED FEATURES 
OF MEDIUMSHIP 


S. P. R. Cross-CoRRESPONDENCES 


1. The subjects are now seen to have 
been either psychometric or telepathic 
clairvoyants, or both. 


2. There were exchanges of letters as 
articles of psychometry between the Re- 
search Officer and the automatists, and 
also between the automatists at many 


stages and whilst the tests were in pro- 
gress. 


3. Trance was noted only in the case of 
Mts. Piper. 


Cross-TEsts; MARGERY AND OTHERS 


The mediums and sitters shew little or 
no clairvoyant powers unless it be assumed 
that it is actually the medium who is 
clairvoyant in trance. 


No information was exchanged prior 
to a test, other than the bare appointment 
for sittings. No communications were ex- 
changed during the tests. 


Deep trance was present with most or all 
of these mediums at some stage of each 
test (save with Margery in Expts 13 & 
15.) 
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S. P. R. Cross-CoRRESPONDENCES 


4. The bona fides of the automatists 
must be granted as essential to accep- 
tance of the results. 


The cross-correspondences were not 
completed for weeks, months, or even 
years. The same subject matter contin- 
ually reappeared. 


The scripts shew a marked tendency 
toward circumlocution and to the intro- 
duction of extraneous matter. 


The work of interpretation is in most 
cases complex. There are many mean- 
ings to choose from. 


Much of the material accepted as a 
part of these cross-tests has a distinctly 


personal color. 


The material was taken largely from 
the classics: usually from a source easily 
accessible to the automatist. It was 
familiar to those in touch with the pro- 
gress of the tests. 


10. The material was of the same general 
type throughout. 


11. As the scripts increased in number, 
the tendency towards a clairvoyant in- 
ter-relation between automatists became 
more marked. 


12. Only halting and incomplete words 
or phrases are given in languages un- 
known to the automatists. 


VARIETIES OF CROSS-CORRESPONDENCE 


Cross-TESTS: MARGERY & OTHERS 


All questions of the bona fides of the 
mediums is ruled out by the control of the 
material and by the time-sequences. 


All tests were either completed or closed 
within the period of the same sitting or 
within a few minutes thereof**. Thus 
each test is separated from those preced- 
ing or following it. 


No extraneous matter is found. Every- 
thing is clear and direct. In the light of 
our present knowledge, clairvoyance does 
not account for the uniform accuracy of 
the results. 


With the exception of Expt. 3, no inter- 
pretation is needed. There is but one 
meaning in the results. 


As far as possible the material chosen is 
impersonal and this is so in most cases. 
Much consists of numbers, diagrams, pict- 
ures or words without context. 


The material was, for the most part, 
chosen at random and in the dark. Its 
exact nature was not normally known to 
sitters or mediums. No pre-arrangement 
ever existed as to the type of material to 
be used. 


The nature of the material for tests under- 
went frequent changes without notice. 


With the progress of the tests the in- 
dependence of the control became clearer 
and the clairvoyant interpretation of the 
facts less and less tenable. 


Specific and evidential communications 
are made through no less than three 
mediums in a language unknown to med- 
iums or sitters alike. These include trans- 
lations from English into Chinese and be- 
tween one séance and two others. Chinese 
script is also produced in darkness by all 
three mediums. 


*Except in the case of Expts—&— 
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13. The soi-disant communicators appear 
unable to get through clearly and com- 
plain of the difficulties under which 
they must needs labor in order to get 
anything through. The alleged com- 
municators are colored by the content 
of the mind of the automatist. 


14. No attempt is on record of the ob- 
taining of cognition of objects in dark- 
ness or aS a matter of fortuitous selec- 
tion. Nor is the transmission of know- 
ledge of this nature to a distant auto- 
matist recorded. 


15. Clairvoyant automatists are shewn 
to be incapable of receiving exact infor- 
mation of an impersonal nature. For 
this reason they do not function well as 
recipients in experimental cross-tests. 


REMARKS IN 


In the light of the facts already pre- 
sented, the promoters of the series of ex- 
periments on which they rest now claim 
the presence of an independent con- 
trol in the phenomena of the Margery 
mediumship and they say that they feel 
that this conclusion now rests upon a se- 
cure foundation of evidence. Also, they 
say, the independence is consistent with 
the hypothesis of a single personality 
whose mental powers are unified and co- 
ordinated. And they affirm that this 
evidence rests upon a basis of fact firmer 


Walter has demonstrated that he can say 
what he pleases in his own manner of ex- 
pression when he employs the direct voice. 
He can do the same thing in automatic 
writing, when he is able to make use of a 
physical medium for the purpose; al- 
though he claims that in such cases he uses 
a different method of control. His com- 
munications, both in thought and style of 
expression, reflect but one personality— 
his own. 


Cognitions in darkness from material 
chosen at random is the accepted method. 
There is no normal knowledge or aware- 
ness of the precise material chosen. Yet 
it is cognized in detail and transmitted 
with accuracy to one, two, or three med- 
iums sitting with independently organized 
groups at distant places. 


Physical mediums of the teleplasmic type 
are shown to be excellent subjects for use 
in cross-tests. Though such mediums, ex- 
act information can be transmitted to a 
distance without garbling or dilution by 
any irrelevant matter and without colora- 
tion by the mind of the medium or sitters. 


* * * 


CONCLUSION 


than does the evidence for the reality of 
an independent control in any series pos- 
sible where only clairvoyant or psycho- 
metric sensitives are engaged as auto- 
matists. They claim to eliminate clair- 
voyance as a factor in their results, which 
substitute exactness for approximations 
or symbolic suggestions. They believe and 
would emphasize their conviction that 
future investigators in this field will de- 
velop more hopeful methods and will ob- 
tain more perfect results, by the adoption 
of the principles here affirmed by them. 
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They feel also that in this way it will be 
easier to learn more about the modus 
operandi or technique on the metapsychi- 
cal side of these phenomena and will 
thus add greatly to the scientific values of 
psychical research. In such event, the work 
of other students will receive no apprecia- 
tion more cordial than from the re- 
searchers of the ‘Margery’ group. 

In conclusion, so far as I am able to 
estimate their position in the face of 
Criticism, it is clear to me that in their eyes 
nothing is more desirable than that ser- 
ious men of science should acknowledge 
psychic and metapsychic research as within 
the purview of experimental science and 
should be ready to co-operate in the search 
for knowledge concerning these things. 
But they would now differentiate more 
sharply between those whose aim is 
strictly scientific and who are leaders of 
science today, and those others who, what- 
ever their attainments in certain branches 
of orthodox science, are nevertheless not 
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equipped either by experience or by study 
of the records of psychical investigation 
for the task of analysis of its phenomena. 
Henceforth the dictum of those persons 
unqualified by special study and know- 
ledge of facts in the fields of mediumship 
phenomena will be regarded as without 
weight, no matter what their standing in 
the outer world of knowledge. Such per- 
sons have not advanced the progress of 
psychic research in the past; they have but 
acted as a drag upon the wheels of ad- 
vancement. Their shallowness of judg- 
ment has been only equalled by the ar- 
rogance of a claim to valid opinion based 
upon nothing in the way of knowledge of 
laws and principles governing a depart- 
ment of nature which is still dark and 
obscure and which touches the field of 
the physical sciences only on a tenuous 
borderline in which the common rules of 
knowledge fail and the path of material 
and concrete fact ceases to give a foothold 
to the explorer. 











REPORT OF THE QUESTIONNAIRE COMMITTEE 
By Dr. Geo. H. Hyslop (Chairman) 





Early in the current year a questionnaire was distributed to the members of the 
Society. The purpose of the questionnaire was to secure information useful in select- 
ing and conducting research problems, in planning publication, and in appealing 
for new members and financial support. Approximately eleven hundred question- 
naires were mailed out. About four hundred and sixty were answered. Of those 
returned to us four hundred and forty are tabulated, the balance of twenty com- 
ing too late for tabulation, or being otherwise not useful. 

The fact that about forty per cent of the members responded to the questionnaire 
is gratifying and the report which follows seems to indicate that its purpose was 
fulfilled. The results from the questionnaire may reasonably be applied to the 
membership as a whole, on the assumption that forty per cent of the membership 
fairly represent the sixty per cent that failed to respond. 


The discussion of the returns from the questionnaire distributed naturally falls 
under two headings: 


1. Statistical analysis, which includes various correlations between certain items 
of information. 


2. Consideration of the remarks and recommendations made by various mem- 
bers. 
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Note: It should be kept in mind not only that there is a certain overlap in responses 
which will affect the totals under various headings so that they seem to disagree with 
the number of questionnaires tabulated, but also that in many questionnaires certain 


questions were not answered. 








Total number of Questionnaises mailed 2. -scsecicecscees ele 1,100 
Total number of Questionnaires returned -_..............-..-...-00--s-ceseeeeecerseesceeneenee 460 
Questionnaires not adequate for tabulation eee eneneeeee eee 20 
Total number of Questionnaires used in tabulation _.... 2... 440 
TABULATION 
Sex: eK KK 
aa gies 2. a ==4 to 7 (the proportion in the total membership is not as- 
omer ........ 160 . ‘ ray 
certained, but is probably similar) 
Age: 
Up to 30... 9 ............. 9 of ae 
DS Sic _ ae paca 15% of total tabulated 
I ie es Desc ene te 23% of total tabulated 
5 An, | Same Re, 31% of total tabulated 
I ise cece FRE Bet 28% of total tabulated 
Total recorded ...... 278 
No record .............. 168 
Education 
ian ire hd es 24 
COORRIIIRE DONTE GID seiko 13 
High school only (includes some of 1 or 2 
years’ other study) -............ sicciieenibaniownnenn 167 
IIE - kccavinineeiecttkesdsetecesina cane 236 
Total 440 
Professional or Scientific training (19 without college education) 
BI nantes chi nia ash ns hiake witetehdeasenencaail 30 
Religious education -....................--. 13 
RT OE SRE ea Cy 31 
SI iatsticciccneicinsicstiiciemencpaniandadens 5 
PE on hh ae 2 
PINS CRN ne 20 
Puypsscneietty 27 
EE eink ecco 41 
Total 169 —38% of total tabulated 
Experience: 
(1) Personal psychic ...................-..-- 285 —65% of total tabulated 
(2) . ” among family .... 283 


among friends .. 281 
(3) Sittings with mediums: 
ee Ee 37 
Professional only .................------- 110 
Both amateur and professional 205 
No sittings at all -_.................- 88 —20% of total tabulated 








Number of sittings: 


NE IO. ssl ctiiinewnininstatasncmrepnienivinsi 181 
BP I, BP Rivteniin iit eebinepinenneticnncndcite 58 
a. EP Ten 34 
INTEREST IN SUBJECT: 
(1) Number of years interested: 
SI. SOY Apennines snisiceemncenissriaiale 68 
G | PRarEe aemRoners sentient are 76 
(2) Interest derived from: 
(a) Personal experience:? 
Subjective nature only? -....... 60 
Objective nature only® -....... 35 


Both Subjective & Objective 106 
No such experience 239 
(b) Experience of friends 
Experience of relatives 
1. i.e. individual. 
2. Subjective: as clairvoyant or clairaudient 
impression; telepathic; premonitions; auto- 
matic writing; or trance phenomena. 


3. as telekinesis;- raps; psychic photography, 
lights, &c. 


(3) Read literature 

Research: 
NII sebsdcetaipisd ssiecinsrouictietiil 401 
(b) Publications of this Society 432 


(4) Having opinion as to the 
OCCURENCE of phenomena 


before joining the Society: 


of Psychical 


(a) Believer .... Sa aaa 2 
(b) Favorably disposed ........... 198 
Total 341 

I cacsbtiidicesennsianscidacsnsesiie 63 
(d) Disbeliever 7 
NINN a riisiisecencssieccasvanie 29 


| 


(6) Theory held as to phenomena ae? 


(7) Accept the spiritistic hypothesis 
as, explanatory of ANY psychic 


phenomena. 
(el ENN ES Re cere aeee ee oe 301 
IRA eee ae atee beer teneen 52 
hy AE ee ee 62 
No opinion AE eee ee ST 25 


(8) Form of phenomena interested in: 
Mental only 


195 
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Very many (200 and up into 


SRO ae 75 
No record of times ..................-- 4 
ee Fe Oe: hadi cedcsthnlisenceeSbacitaldbbinlinns 150 
SD AI ihe alacitnmncnadeciorelanmncees 138 
No record of years .................--- 8 
(c) Reading or study -............. 344 


(d) Death of relative or friend 177 

(e) Aroused by other subjects: 
0 eee ae 163 
I iccisiicsusncigant vadesine 141 
EE ETO 175 
Other subjects -................. 30 

(c) Publications of other 
Re ne 219 


(5) Present opinion as to OCCUR- 


RENCE of phenomena: 
Ee PE ics wencidnctins 250 
(b) Favorably disposed ...... 168 
Total 418 
32 | eee 13 
(d) Disbeliever .......... 0 
No opinion -........ cpialaeeas 9 


. not tabulated (see 7) 


—70% of total tabulated 


—44% of total tabulated 
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Wiyelenl ently <a. 50 —11% of total tabulated 
Both mental and physical -......... 173 —40% of total tabulated 
WOW III icicieaidecspetctloceventeeuatir 22 — 5% of total tabulated 
MEMBERSHIP: 
(1) Reasons for joining Society: 

(a) Influence of reading -........... 275 —63% of total tabulated 
(b) Influence of friends -........... 94 —21% of total tabulated 
(c) Influence of members ........ 50 —11% of total tabulated 
(d) Solicitations by invitation 

OE MIE a scintsccintineien 22 — 5% of total tabulated 


Note: The total here does not have any significance because some mem- 
bers made no indication and others more than one. 





(2) How Society has been of value: (3) Type of published material 
(a) Knowledge from publica- found interesting: 
 pme a! Prost ents Oe ee 350 (a) Case reports ................ 317 
(b) Personal contact with (b) Essays or theoretical 
NINE iccesicresinniiinaaosk 91 Ne: oo. ST 
(c) Contact with mediums ........ 117 (c) Current notes and com- 226 
(qd) Ocher wepe 21k... 35 II isp cg tiene, 226 
(a) DROS joo .. 247 
(ec) Proceedings .......... 156 © 


(4) Type of published material 
found valuable etc: 
(a) Came CRDIRE annette: 296 (6d) Jone gee 159 
(b) Essays or theoretical articles 194 (e) Proceedings -.....................---- 125 
(c) Current notes and comments 132 
SELECTED RESULTS EXPRESSED IN PERCENTAGES. 
OI I ai aidies isis cies cieosiadteincin Ge I cictiicsssininnniicomnenenbotieetbinlk 36% Females 
Membership: 
Out of 278 giving age there were 3% up to 30; 15% between 31 and 40; 23% 
between 41 and 50; 31% between 51 and 60; 28% over 60. 
Education: 
Out of 440, 54% had a College Education: 38% Professional or Scientific 
Training. 
Experience: 
65% of the membership has had personal psychic experience. 
80% of those answering the Questionnaire had had experience with mediums. 
15% have been interested for 5 years. 
18% have been interested between 5 and 10 years. 
34% have been interested between 11 and 25 years. 
30% have been interested over 25 years. 
20% have had no experience. 
Interest in subject: 
46% have had interest due to personal experience of one kind or another. 
91% read books on the subject. 
50% read the literature of other Societies. 
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18% apparently have been influenced in their belief or favorable disposition 
toward the occurrence of psychic phenomena by the publications of the 
Society. 

70% of the membership accept the Spirit Hypothesis as an explanation of at 
least part of the phenomena. 

44% are interested in Mental Phenomena only. 

11% are interested in Physical Phenomena only. 

40% are interested in both Mental and Physical phenomena. 

5% have no preference. 


Reason for joining the Society: 

63% joined because of influence of reading. 

21% joined through influence of friends. 

11% joined through influence of their experience. 

5% joined through solicitation. 
The Society has been useful to 80% through its publications. 

Interest in Published Matter: 

72% are interested in Case Reports. 

47% are interested in Essays or Theoretical Articles. 

50% are interested in Current notes and Comments. 

70% believe Case Reports to be the most valuable material published. 


CORRELATIONS 


In addition to the statistics shown in the above tabulations certain correlations 
were made with the idea that certain trends of importance not clearly shown in the 
tables might be brought out. The results of these correlations are as follows: 


CORRELATION I. 


The Relation between the number of sittings with Mediuns 
duration of interest in Psychic Research: 
Sittings up to 20 times — interest up to. 5 yeais . 
" me ° 5 ” 10 
—_ . | er + 
— "over 25 
Sittings 25 to 75 times — interest up to 5 
a ce er i > ae 
— oa 
— "over 25 
Sittings over 75 times interest up to 5 
. re ey ee > Ue 
| ede 
over 25 
Sittings very many times interest up to 5 
7 Si ‘ Ps > ae 
in." Sa 
over 25 


” 


” ’ , > 


> > 
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CORRELATION II. 


The relation between the amount of education and attitude as to the 
OCCURRENCE of psychic phenomena. N. B. There was no relation 


demonstrated between educational level and attitude toward the occurrence 
of Psychic Phenomena. 





No School ........ GS er. 10 

" ee Ee ot Favorable ...............--- 9 
Total 19 79% of total tabulated 

' ye eee 3 

o 7 eae Disbeliever -..............- 1 

Total 4 

rele No opinion ............... 1 

Grammar School Believer _..... -.... 8 

7 ” Favorable .................. 2 
Total 10 76% of total tabulated 

TOME... 1 

Disbeliever -..............- 0 

Total 1 

¥ No opinion .............. 2 

High School ...... I ie consis 63 

2 a Pavorebie .................. 70 
Total 133 79% of total tabulated 

— = ee 23 

sidan Disbeliever ................. 2 

Total 25 

Comeee ...—..... | en 62 

mee Favorable -..............- 117 
Total 179 75% of total tabulated 

A oie oe OI scence 36 

abe tee ee? Disbeliever -..............- 4 

TT gibaslaiteal de Total 40 

No opinion -............--- 17 


CORRELATION III. 


The relation between professional occupation and attitude toward the 
OCCURRENCE of psychic phenomena. Although there seems to be no 


correlation here the tabulation is given for whatever interest it may have: 


peer Ree Re ee EO ADS I 
Ee eRe mee” Se Sceptical .... 
EN oer ie ie | STRIP ee, 1 
stig gE RS rm Rete rere De <5 foo Oe ee 7 
PERS, Re ee «2B i, OE 
sities oceaeti gigt ea ad I oo ee 


No opinion 
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CorRELATION III. (continued ) 


Believer 
Favorable 
Sceptical 
Disbeliever 
No opinion 


Dentists Believer 
Favorable 


Doctors (M. D.) Believer 

” Favorable 
Sceptical 
Disbeliever 
No opinion 


>” 


Engineers Believer 
i Favorable 
Sceptical 
CL eee ae ee No opinion 


Lawyers Believer 
° Favorable 
Sceptical 


No opinion 


Naturalists Believer 
” Favorable 
. Sceptical 


> 


Physicists 


CORRELATION IV. 


Relation between profession and acceptance of the spivitistic hypothesis 
as an explanation of ANY psychic phenomena. There was little difference 
between those with a professional education and other members with re- 
Spect to attitude toward the acceptance of the spiritistic hypothesis. The 
figures are given below: 


Architects 


Chemists 
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CORRELATION V. 


Correlation between profession and type of psychic phenomena of chief 
interest. A distinct preference was shown for mental phenomena as com- 


pared with physical. The figures are given below: 
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CORRELATION V (continued ) 


Doctors (M. D.) 


” 


” 


Engineers 


Lawyers 
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* * Ke KX * 


REMARKS AND SUGGESTIONS BY MEMBERS 


The remarks and suggestions made by 
members were of special interest and 
about two hundred of the Questionnaires 
returned contained comments. About one 
hundred of those containing comments 
were definite enough to justify some 
classification. It would be impracticable 
to enumerate the full variety of comments 
made, but certain opinions and suggestions 
occurred frequently enough to enable a 
grouping to be made, showing certain at- 
titudes toward the work of the Society. 

One’s own prejudices and viewpoint 
might lead to unfair estimates of the im- 
portance and value of comment. The fre- 
quency with which a given viewpoint is 
expressed is not necessarily proof of its 
correctness or its desirability. The back- 


ATE ete ae e. 
Si ReRERTE SE Reale arroweress 9 
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I ele inceneshstenneohvachesaieminstenisioss 5 
a 7 
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gg, Tee: 
ground of the individuals having a par- 


ticular viewpoint must be taken into 

sideration in weighing its importance. 
Remarks and suggestions made can be 

grouped under the following headings: 


con- 


I. MEDIUMS. 

17 members desired assistance in mak- 

ing contacts with reliable mediums for 

serious study. 

. Classification of mediums and ex, »sure 
of fraudulent mediums was recom- 
mended by 6 members. 

II]. RESEARCH. 
Definite suggestions in this field were 
fewer. Centering the Society's activities 
upon current material in the U. S. and 
the collaboration of interested men of 
science were urged. There were 


1. 
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sed suggestions which were of in- 
Six individuals offered to de- 
vote their own time to assist in various 
' tS. 
III. PUBLICATIONS. 


. Fii,-cn members were emphatic in 


wishing a greater amount of case 
veter‘al thoroughly worked up and 
carefully reported. A department de- 
‘oted to reviews of books and other 
periodicals in the field was suggested 
by several. Members wishing the 
Society to engage in propaganda ef- 
forts or in favor of the Society assum- 
ing a definite position with respect to 
the explanation of psychical phen- 
omena, were about equal in number to 
those oposed to such viewpoints, who 
urged less attention to publicity or pro- 
paganda, but on the other hand sug- 
gested a strictly scientific policy. 


. The analysis and review of previously 


published material on selected topics 
was suggested by several. Opinion was 
equally divided with respect to the 
value of the Current Notes and Com- 
ments. 


IV. ACTIVITIES. 


it. New York Section—Formation of 


study groups, lectures more carefully 
selected and of better quality, and cen- 
tering research activities in fields which 
do not duplicate too much the work of 
the research department of the parent 
society. 


. Closer relations between the research 


officer and various members of the 
Society who may need his advice or 
help in experimental work was a need 
expressed. 


V. ORGANIZATION. 


. Greater influence on the part of in- 


dividual members in determining the 
policy and activities of the Society was 
suggested by several as desirable.* 


. The part to be played by Trustees of the 


parent society in its activities was a 
subject of discussion by two or three 
active members of the Society. The 
attitude of the membership as a whole 
on this point cannot be estimated. It 
is of course obvious that the Trustees 
cannot be expected to perform the 
duties of the editor or research per- 
sonnel who are engaged full time on 


salary. 


*Whilst prepared to give full consideration to the 
opinions of members, it must be understand that 
the Trustees of a Society scientific in its purpose 
cannot be influenced in its principles of action 
merely on the ground that a majority of members 


adhere to any given view. 








INTERNATIONAL NOTES 


By HARRY PRICE 


(Series Sixty-two) 


IR Oliver Lodge has administered a 
much-needed and long overdue re- 
buke to those spiritualists who be- 

lieve everything they see or hear, and who 
fail to apply to the phenomena of the 
seance room that intelligence which would 
be used in ordinary everyday affairs. 


Sir Oliver was addressing a large con- 
gregation at the David Thomas Memorial 
Church, Bishopston, Bristol, on Sunday, 
September 7th, 1930, during the meeting 
of the British Association. His address 
was really a deeply interesting personal 


confession of faith in which he revised 
the present position of science in relation 
to a spiritual life. Concerning the spirit- 
ualists he said; “Some of the general pub- 
lic are interested in research, and produce 
continually fresh facts for investigation. 
These are the sect known as Spiritualists, 
who have become acquainted with a num- 


ber of phenomena and have formed their 
own conclusions; they are not satisfied 
either with the profoundly materialising 
tendency of orthodox science, or with the 
highly abstract and traditional body of 
faith which they feel unable to accept 
without evidence. 


“They are not hampered either by the 
scientific or the religious tradition; they 
feel free to travel whithersoever the facts 
lead them. Some of them accordingly are 
unbalanced and make mistakes; they may 
be accepting appearances for reality, and 
on the whole they need curbing rather 
than encouraging. But they get plenty of 
Opposition, and it is only their enthusiasm 
that enables them to continue what is for 
the present an unpalatable line of inquiry, 
which is really condemned by both of the 
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orthodox groups as being too spiritual for 
the one and too material for the other.’ 

In his opening remarks Sir Oliver 
pointed out that the British Association 
in their corporate capacity, had never ad- 
mitted the existence of any world or mode 
of being other than the material one 
which affects our present senses. He pro- 
ceeded: 


“Mankind is born with certain receiv- 
ing organs available for sight, hearing, 
touch, and so forth; and these sense-or- 
gans put them in touch with a certain as- 
pect of the universe, an aspect of great 


beauty and complexity, which provides 
abundant study for the lifetime of an in- 
dividual, and apparently for that of the 
race. In recent centuries they have en- 


larged the scope of their senses by in- 
strumental means, constructing instru- 
ments which they do not have to carry 
about with them, and have pursued the 
data by the refined and powerful logic of 
mathematical symbolism. These weapons 
have enabled them to make progress of 
a rapid and remarkable kind—a progress 
which shows no sign of exhaustion, so 
that they hope to continue to advance in 
this direction for many more centuries. 
“It is by concentrating on the material 
aspect of things that this progress has 
been made, and many have a feeling of 
resentment against those who would 
switch the line of discovery to any ex- 
tent away from the beaten track into un- 
known regions, for which we have no 
special instruments for penetration. 
Nevertheless, the poets and saints of the 
race have often felt, and expressed the 
view, that the universe contains a great 
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many more things than are open to the 
senses, and that there may be whole un- 
explored regions not yet touched by 
science, and not yet taken under the wing 
of any scientific body. The time will as- 
suredly come when some of these avenues 
will be explored by science; and there are 
some who think that the time is drawing 
nigh when that may be expected to hap- 
pen. 

“There are a few individuals in the 
scientific camp bold enough to deny the 
existence of any such regions: not only 
do they shut their own eyes to them, but 
they resent the incursions of others. The 
more violent of this group not only re- 
sist exploration, but deny that there is 
anything to be explored, and regard it as 
a kind of blasphemy against the spirit of 
science to pay any attention to what they 
think is submerged under an atmosphere 
of fraud and superstition. The milder 
variety consider that these other regions, 
though possibly existent, are not to be 
explored by the methods of science; so 
that as scientific men they hold aloof, al- 
though as individuals they may be willing 
to acquiesce in the prevailing tendency to 
regard them with some respect. 

“The existence of a spiritual world is 
one of those themes which individuals ap- 
pear to accept privately in their unscien- 
tific aspect, and to give them a bowing ac- 
quaintance as they pass, without regarding 
them as serious interests in life. So it hap- 
pens that on British Association Sunday, 
when the Mayor and Corporation and 
other dignitaries assemble in a cathedral 
church for Divine service, they are accom- 
panied by such members of the British 
Association as feel themselves at liberty 
to regard with equanimity, if not with ap- 
proval, these incursions into an immaterial 
world, a world alien to their own re- 
searches, in which the methods of science 
are inexplicable, but in which a traditional 
body of doctrine has been handed down 


under expert teachers, who are actuated 
not by recognised methods of inquiry, but 
by human instinct and a corporate faith. 

“The language of. each of the two main 
groups is as alien to the other as are their 
methods. One group limits itself to what 
it calls natural knowledge, and considers 
the region cultivated by the other group 
as supernatural. This other group, ad- 
mitting that its methods are different, is 
governed more by authority and tradition, 
and cultivates a faith which goes beyond 
knowledge, trying to bring the spiritual 
world into relation with ordinary life, and 
undoubtedly achieving high and estimable 
results in the process. 

“This group says that the things of the 
spirit are not to be investigated by science, 
that they are spiritually discerned, and 
that scientific inquiry will only lead peo- 
ple astray. So it has happened that hither- 
to the two groups for the most part have 
each gone their way, living side by side, 
not trespassing much on the domain of 
the other, each speaking its own language, 
and bearing its own fruits. 

“Both groups are actuated by a striv- 
ing after truth, but the truths are of a 
different character, the one kind is ap- 
prehended directly or indirectly by the 
senses; the other is of a more supernal 
kind grasped only by an exercise of faith. 

“The majority of the human race be- 
longs to neither of these groups, but at- 
tends to each of them in turn with more 
or less respect, and for the most part is 
occupied with other things, not with the 
pursuit of truth at all. 

“Recently,—that is, within the last 
century, there have been sporadic instances 
of scientific men who feel that the spirit- 
ual region is not so closed as they had 
been taught, that the aim of scientific in- 
quiry ought not to be limited to the 
material or'er of things, and that in cer- 
tain aspects the spiritual order offers a 
few channels for scientific exploration. 
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They feel that science is a body of or- 
ganised knowledge acquired by methods 
too valuable to be limited to any one as- 
pect of the universe, and they would like 
gradually to bring the. whole under the 
methods of science. In this they are un- 
doubtedly ambitious, and the effort may 
fail. 

“But those who belong to this group, 
though they suffer for their temerity and 
are regarded askance by their scientific 
brethern, nevertheless feel that the effort 
is worth while, and that some progress 
has already been made. They are not de- 
terred by the ridicule or contempt with 
which their efforts are met, but are content 
to go on in faith that a sincere inquiry 
into truth, even of an unusual kind, will 
be ultimately justified.” 

Sir Oliver then chided the more cre- 
dulous and emotional spiritualists for 
“accepting appearances for reality” and 
the scientists for not accepting facts which 
are patent to all men. He continued: 
“When a line of inquiry is thus abused 
by both sides, and when nevertheless un- 
explained facts are continually coming 
into prominence and forcine themselves 
on attention, the pursuers of that inquiry 
are apt to feel that they are probably 
on the right track, that they will ultimately 
be recognised as having extended the pro- 
vince of science into the spiritual world 
and at the same time brought the spiritual 
world more nearly within human ken and 
understanding. And so, like other pio- 
neers, they continue their researches un- 
deterred by the obloquy which falls upon 
them, and regard themselves as trustees 
for the prosecution of a new line of re- 
search and as custodians of a new volume 
of truth. 

“Already they have discovered that 
mind can operate independently of brain, 
that a person is not necessarily limited to 
the performance of the organs of his body, 
that there exist individuals \ ho can send 


messages mentally, and other individuals 
who can receive them. They call this pro- 
cess ‘telepathy,’ and, though it is not yet 
accepted by orthodox science, the fact that 
ideas can be thus somehow transmitted is 
becoming more and more recognised by 
reasonable people. 

“The pioneers do not stop there, how- 
ever; they say that if mind can operate 
apart from matter, if mind and brain can 
be thus disconnected, then the mind may 
continue its existence after its bodily organ 
has been destroyed; and they adduce muct. 
evidence that this is actually the case. They 
assert that they are in touch with people 
who lived and who have departed this 
life, people who have lost their natural 
bodies and nevertheless continue. to exist; 
they hold in fact the doctrine of individual 
survival, and adduce plenty of evidence 
in support of it. 

“Whether that evidence amounts to 
proof is still a matter of opinion. Scien- 
tific proof is a serious thing, not lightly 
to be testified to; but the evidence is cer- 
tainly very streng, and for practical pur- 
poses has convinced some of the pioneers 
of the fact that they and their friends will 
survive, that death is an incident in life 
rather than a termination of it, that it has 
to be studied and understood like any 
other natural process, that it is no more, 
and perhaps no less, puzzling and un- 
intelligible than birth. 

“They would say that both operations, 
accompanied as they are by physical 
phenomena, are also accompanied by 
psychic phenomena. Neither can be un- 
derstood completely without recognition 
of the reality of a spiritual world, and in 
fact human life itself is full of puzzles 
and misunderstandings and misconcep- 
tions, unless that world is thoroughly 
taken into account.” 

The most interesting portion of Sir 
Oliver's address was his simple profession 
of faith. He said: ‘So far I have spoken 
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impersonally. Now, in conclusion, I will 
say a word on the personal side, and state 
the general conclusions to which I have 
been led by the facts known to me. 

“First, that we are incarnations of 
spirits here and now, spiritual beings in 
contact with inert matter for a time, and 
so living on this planet for something 
under a century. Earth life appears to be 
an episode of considerable importance in 
the history of a soul, and in many cases 
appears to be the beginning of an in- 
dividual existence or personality. 

“Certainly the individual continues 
thereafter, and carries with him his 
powers, his memory, and his affection. 
These have developed in connection 
with matter and have become the 
property characteristic of the individual. 
These are his inalienable possessions, and 
all else of the material order he has per- 
force to abandon and leave behind. The 
process of growth continues, continues ap- 
parently without limit; and so long as his 
friends continue their struggle with a 
material organism he is able to help them, 
and occasionally, under certain conditions, 
communicates with them. 

“The universe is a more spiritual entity 
than we had thought. We are surrounded 
by a cloud of witnesses and helpers, be- 
yond the range of our sense organs, and 
our terrestrial activities form but an in- 
significant portion of the whole of 
existence. We have concentrated too much 
upon matter and have attended too little 
to the possibilities of space. 

“Already. science is discovering that all 
activity, all energy, all spontaneity, is to 
be traced to the properties possessed by 
what we call empty space; and that the 
matter that appeals to our senses is a com- 
paratively trivial interruption of its con- 
tinuity, with a function purely demon- 
strative. The atoms of matter show what 
is going on in space—they have no in- 
itiative of their own, they are pushed 
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hither and thither, and take the path of 
least resistance.” 


Sir Oliver concluded: “The real fact 
is-that we are in the midst of a spiritual 
world, that it dominates the material. It 
constitutes the great and omnipresent 
reality, whose powers we are only be- 
ginning to realize, whose properties and 
functions exhaust all our admiration. They 
might indeed be terrifying, had we not 
been assured, for our consolation, that 
these tremendous energies are all con- 
trolled by a beneficent Fatherly Power 
whose name is Love. In that faith we can 


face any destiny that may befall us in the 
infinite future.” 


To a press representative who after- 
wards interviewed him Sir Oliver said: 
“My attitude is this: There are two 
camps, the spiritualists and the scientists. 
I take my stand midway between them, 
and all I seek to do is to show that there 
is a point at which their interests converge 
and meet. 

“T say Science hitherto has been work- 
ing in the material universe. Now it 
should begin to extend its boundaries; for, 
to my mind, there have been discoveries 
in the spiritual universe. I don’t say these 


discoveries have been made for the first 
time. 


“T say Science has discovered a scientific 
truth in what religious people have always 
held by faith to be true. 

“This seems to me to be an advance in 
that it brings the spiritual and the 
physical together.” 

* * K K RK * 

Following the visit of the Abbé Lam- 
bert to the National Laboratory, quite a 
number of water-diviners have sprung up 
and their powers are being discussed in 
the press. For instance, a fourteen-year- 
old girl named Joyce Prosser, who lives 
at Hardwicke, Gloucestershire, has been 
discovered to possess the remarkable 
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faculty of water-divining. Unlike the 
Abbé, Joyce’s forked twig is affected by 
open water, such as a well or stream, 
which looks as if her conscious, rather 
than her subconscious mind is linked up 
with the power responsible for the very 
powerful movement of the twig. 

Another lady, the Hon. Mrs. Sandbach 
of Bryn Gwyn, Monmouthshire, also pos- 
sesses the power of divining water and 
has just recently rendered valuable as- 
sistance to the authorities of St. Asaph 
Cathedral in finding the cause of the sub- 
sidence of the tower. She was staying with 
the Archbishop of Wales at the Palace, 
St. Asaph when her powers of divining 
were mentioned. She consented to try and 
locate the trouble and, accompanied by the 
Archbishop, she climbed down with a 
forked hazel twig into the excavations 
that have already been made. As she ex- 
amined the foundations, she found there 
was water under a pier of the tower. A 
hidden stream pulled the twig violently 
in her hand and she traced it to a spot on 
the right-hand side of the chancel near 
the pier. Tests proved that Mrs. Sand- 
bach’s divination was correct and the Arch- 
bishop has publicly expressed his grati- 
tude for her aid. 


* * KK K * 


I have recently received a visit from 
Professor Dr. W. P. Gowland, Professor 
of Anatomy and neurologist at the 
Medical School, Dunedin, N. Z. The 
professor is touring the world and called 
on me in reference to some extraordinary 
phenomena which he had _ witnessed 
through the Dunedin medium, Pearl Judd 
in the famous “Blue Room” at the house 
of her uncle, Mr. Clive Chapman who in 
1927 published a full account!. of the 
manifestations. 


The feature of Miss Judd’s mediumship 


+. The Blue Room, Dunedin, Whitecome & Tombs, 
Ltd., 1927, 3/6 n. 


is that her séances are held in a well. 
lighted room, or in daylight. 

In the ordinary illumination of Mr. 
Chapman's living room Professor Gow- 
land has witnessed the following phen- 
omena: The levitation of a heavy table 
when merely the finger-tips of the circle 
were resting upon it, and the sudden in- 
ability to raise this same table by normal 
means (the familiar “light and heavy” 
phenomenon peculiar to some mediums) ; 
the playing of a specified tune on an or- 
dinary piano when three people were 
sitting on the closed and locked lid; and 
many “voices,” conversing and singing, 
and the playing of invisible instruments. 
Dr. Gowland has searched for trickery 
and found none. Such obvious theories as 
mechanical contrivances and radio have, 
upon examination, been found to be unten- 
able. The professor was impressed and 
said so. 

The “voices” are very extraordinary and 
intensely interesting. The entities include 
“Captain Trevor,” “Ronald,” “George 
Thurston,” “Charlie,” “Grace,” “Olive,” 
“Jack,” “Vilma,” etc., and the pet of this 
invisible band, “Wee Betty.” All of these 
entities sing, apparently, and often join in 
chorus, at request, and render any 
specified tune which is known to them. An 
entity named ‘‘Sahnaei’’ is stated to be the 
“head control” and in charge of the band. 
It is alleged that he was an Arab on earth, 
hundreds of years ago, and first made him- 
self known to the medium in 1923. 

Miss Pearl Judd is twenty-two years old 
and has been mediumistic for many years. 
Mr. Chapman is also a medium and it ap- 
pears necessary that, for the best results, 
both uncle and niece should be present in 
the séance room. They are, of course, con- 
vinced spiritualists. A large number of 
scientists, doctors, ministers of religion, 
pressmen and conjurers have witnessed the 
manifestations but none has been able to 
suggest a feasible explanation apart from 
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the supernormal. It is to be devoutly 
hoped that some responsible scientific 
body will fully investigate this remarkable 
case. 

x eK KOK 

Another scientist who called upon me a 
few days ago is Professor Dr. Giovanni 
Pioli, Professor of Philosophy in the 
University of Milan. Dr. Pioli has been 
in London for two months studying 
psychic matters, in which he takes a keen 
interest. He has had sittings with many 
mediums with mixed results. Occasionally 
a medium would refuse to sit with him, 
an act of folly which makes it very dif- 
ficult for official science to take psychics 
seriously however kindly disposed they 
may be towards our subject. Professor 
Pioli was very interested in my experi- 
ments in the catacombs of Rome? (of 
which city he is a native) and is still 
more interested in trying to find St. Agnes’ 
hidden treasure as described by the med- 
ium. To this end, he is going to get in 
touch with he authorities at Rome for per- 
mission to allow me to excavate on the 
side of the Via Appia, in the hope that 
the psychic’s vision may be verified. 

* ok KOR OX 

What is a “pyschic certainty”? I am 
prompted to ask this question because Mr. 
H. V. P. Battersby has just compiled a 
work* with this curious title. If there 
is one thing in psychical research we are 
not certain about, it is what are “‘certain- 
ties” and what are not. But apparently 
Mr. Battersby has no such qualms in the 
matter. He has produced a very readable 
book but his choice of psychic “certainties” 
is, to put it midly, unfortunate. 

Psychic Certainties is a compilation, ad- 
mirably collected and arranged, of the al- 
leged phenomena of many well-known 
psychics and such phases of mediumship 


as clairvoyance, psychometry, telekinesis 
2. This Journal, December 1928, pp. 665ff. 
3. Psyehie Certainties, London Rider 5 /—net. 
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etc. are well illustrated and discussed. 
Most of the mediums are the ‘“‘old-timers”’ 
and I miss from the index such names as 
the Schneider boys, Margery, Stella C., 
Mrs. Piper, Anna Rasmussen, Mrs. Os- 
borne Leonard, etc. I am not complaining 
about this, but in their place we are re- 
galed with an account of the doings (but 
not, unfortunately, the misdoings!) of 
such dubious mediums as Slade, Charles 
Bailey, Mrs. Mellon, and the rascal, “Dr.” 
Monck. I am surprised there is a man 
breathing who is bold enough (especially 
at this distance of time, and at second- 
hand knowledge) to declare that the phen- 
omena produced by these people are “‘cer- 
tainties.”” 


And what on earth is “Lulu Hurst” 
(7. e. Mrs. Paul Atkinson) doing in Mr. 
Battersby’s galley? Lulu, the “Georgia 
Wonder,” was a vaudeville artist and was 
no more mediumistic than the pen I am 
holding. A perusal of her autobiography’. 
will dispel any doubts as to what her 
“powers” consisted of. All her tricks are 
well known and there have been many 
music hall “strength resisters’, ‘electric 
girls,” “magnetic ladies,” etc. doing the 
same tricks. The late J. N. Maskelyne pub- 
lished a little work®. in which he gave 
the fullest instructions, with drawings, 
for the performance of Lulu Hurst's 
tricks, one of which consisted in placing 
herself in such a position when holding a 
billiard cue vertically on the floor that 
when six men pressed it downwards, “she 
promptly lifted it against their combined 
thrust.”” (p. 127) 


But I repeat that although there is con- 
siderable uncertainty about many of Mr. 
Batterby’s ‘‘certainties,’ he has produced a 
very readable book which is, however, 
somewhat marred by such unforgivable 

4. Lulu Hurst Writes her Autobiography, Rome, 
Georgia, 1897. See also: The Georgia Magnet, bv 
Walter B. Gibson, St. Louis, 1922. 


5 The Magnetic Lady, or a Human Magnet De- 
Magnetised, Bristol, 1892. 
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errors as ‘Fielding’ for Feilding, 
“Schrenk”’ for Schrenck, “Stanislas,” for 
Stanislawa, etc. 

a 

Other books which have recently reach- 
ed me include a scholarly little volume 
by E. J. Dingwall who deals with 
“spiritualism” in ancient Egypt, Greece 
and Rome. His account is of necessity 
somewhat sketchy but his narrative is en- 
tertaining. 

Dr. Henry R. Evans sends me his mono- 
graph? on the masonic activities of 
Cagliostro, a sumptuous little volume 
which illumines a_ hitherto obscure 
facet of the great magician’s life. Dr. 
Evans also sends me the second edition of 
his History of Conjuring and Magic* the 
best work extant to give particulars of the 
noted exponents of “white magic.” 


** KK * 


Mention of Dingwall reminds me that 
there will shortly be published a second 
and cheaper edition of the Revelations of 
a Spirit Medium, that classic of fake medi- 
umship which he and I rescued from obli- 
vion in 1922. The Revelations was written 
(we think) by a “medium” named Dono- 
van who became “religious” and pub- 
lished (in 1891) his “confessions” anony- 
mously. When the book was published he 
recanted and almost the entire edition was 
destroyed. Original copies are excessively 
rare. It would be exceedingly difficult for 
a medium nowadays to pull wool over the 
eyes of scientific investigators like Dono- 
van did—controlling methods have been 
revolutionised during the last thirty years. 
The new edition® will be sold at a popu- 
lar price. 


**X KK * 

6. Ghosts und Spirits in the Ancient Wor'd, Lon- 
don, 1930, Kegan Jaul 2/6d. net (Psyehe Miniature 
Series). 

7. Cagiiostro and His Egyptian Rite of Free- 
masonry, New York, Masonic Bibliophiles, 1930. 
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I am writing this Note on September 
18th, a date of some interest to students of 
the occult because it was on this day, in 
the year 1690, that William Barwick was 
convicted of the murder of his wife, and 
sentenced to death by Sir John Powell at 
the Summer Assizes held in York. Bar- 
wick was brought to justice solely on ac- 
count of the fact that his brother-in-law 
had seen a vision of the woman who was 
supposed to be alive but who in reality had 
been dead some days. The husband had 
told his relatives that his wife had gone 
to visit some friends at Selby. Several days 
after her supposed departure, the woman's 
brother-in-law, Thomas Lofthouse, saw 
distinctly an apparition of the woman near 
the spot where she was afterwards found 
to have been murdered. The following 
is Lofthouse’s deposition, dated Septem- 
ber 17th, 1690: “That on Easter Tuesday 
last about half-an-hour after twelve of the 
clock in the daytime, he was watering 
quickwood, and as he was going for the 
second pail there appeared, walking be- 
fore him, an apparition, in the shape of 
a woman. Soon after she sat down over 
against the pond, on a green hill; he 
walked by her as he went to the pond, and 
as he came with the pail of water from the 
pond, looking sideways to see if she sat 
in the same place, which he saw she did; 
and had on her lap something like a white 
bag, a-dandling of it (as he thought) 
which he did not observe before.” After 
he had emptied his pail of water he stood 
in his garden to see if he could see her a- 
gain, but could not. He said the apparition 
was wearing “brown cloathes” and looked 
“extream pale,” with a visage like his 
wife’s sister's. He was somewhat per- 
turbed but thought little of it until that 





8. Kenton, Ohio, Wm. Durbin. 


9. Revelations of a Spirit Medium, Facsimile Edi- 
tion with Notes, Bibliography Glossary, and Index. 
By Harry Price and E. J. Dingwall, London, Kegan 
Paul, 2 /—net. pp.1xiv. illustrated. 
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same evening when he was saying family 
prayers. In praying for his friends and 
relations, he came to the name of his sister- 
in-law. ‘He faltered, trembled, his voice 
broke down and could scarcely conclude 
his devotions.’ Then, for the first time, he 
told his wife of the apparition. She insis- 
ted upon his making inquiries and he 
found that Mary had not been to Selby. 
By that time he was so convinced that 
Barwick had murdered his wife that he 
applied to the Lord Mayor of York for a 
warrant for the man’s arrest. This was 
granted and Barwick afterwards con- 
fessed that he had thrown his wife in the 
pond because she was expecting her con- 
finement, and he wanted to relieve himself 
of his prospective domestic responsibilities. 
This case is fully authenticated and I have 
seen copies of the original documents 
which are still preserved. 
ke KKK 

During a visit to Bruges I was fortun- 
ate enough to see the conclusion of the 
procession of the Holy Blood, a magnifi- 
cent religious pageant which always at- 
tracts a crowd of pilgrims and others to 
Belgium in the early summer. The relic 
of the Holy Blood was presented, in 
1148, by Baldwin III, King of Jerusalem, 
to his brother-in-law, Thierry d’Alsace, 
Count of Flanders, who on his return 
from the second crusade, brought it to 
Bruges and confided it to the care of the 
magistrates of the city. The relic is kept 
in the Basilica of St. Basil, better known 
as the Chapel of the Holy Blood. It was 
founded in 1150. The Blood is preserved 
in a wonderfully wrought gold and jewel- 
led casket (a priceless treasure of Renais- 
sance art executed in 1617 by John Crab- 
be, a native of Bruges) and at certain 
times of the year is said to liquefy. This 
miracle of liquefaction has never occurred 





10. The Blood Miracles of Naples, in the London 
Month for Jan., Feb., Mar., 1926. 


11 Catholic Times, Aug 22, 1930. 
12. “His Master’s Voice,” Plum Label, No. C 1983. 


during the four or five different occasions 
when I have visited the Chapel but I have 
met people who say they have seen it. 
These blood miracles are fairly common 
in Naples and the Revd. Father Herbert 
Thurston, S. J., wrote quite a mono- 
graph about them.’® In the pageant 
I have referred to, groups of the 
faithful from each parish represent 
scenes from the lives of the saints, and 
mingle their splendour with the dazzling 
colours of liturgical vestments, banners 
and reliquaries. Finally, the Bishop raises 
up the Holy Relic and blesses the kneeling 
crowd. Then the Blood is supposed to 
liquefy. 


* KKK * 


Though of course most Catholics accept 
these miracles at their face value, they 
find greater difficulty in accepting the 
phenomena of the séance room. But there 
are exceptions and one of them is the Rev. 
Owen F. Dudley who in a long review ™ 
of Carrington’s Story of Psychic Science ad- 
mits that psychic phenomena as we know 
them “constitute proof of the existence of 
intelligent beings (his italics) at work 
behind spiritistic phenomena.” But he will 
not accept survival. “A Catholic,” he says 
“from both philosophy and theology, re- 
fuses the notion of departed souls at work 
in the séance room.’ He contends that: 
“These intelligent beings, responsible for 
spiritistic phenomena, are none other than 
evil demons masquerading, with extreme 
genius, as the souls of the dead.”’ But the 
fact that psychic phenomena are accepted 
at all shows that Roman Catholicism is 
growing more tolerant towards psychical 
research and I had ample proof of this 
when I visited Rome two years ago. 

x KOK * 


The Gramophone Co., Ltd., of London 
have just sent me an advance copy of a 
record’? produced by Sir Arthur 
Conan Doyle a few weeks before 
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his death. It is a lifelike reproduc- 
tion of his voice, with that peculiar 
sibilancy so characteristic of Sir Arthur’s 
speech. Part of one side is devoted 
to the story of how Sherlock Holmes 
record tells us how Sir Arthur was first 
drawn towards spiritualism, the case for 
was created and the remainder of the 
which he reviews at some length. On a 
good instrument one can easily imagine 
that it is Sir Arthur himself speaking. 
ke KK XK 


Visitors to the Passion Play at Oberam- 
mergau this year had the opportunity of 
witnessing at Munich the most wonderful 
psychic play ever produced. This is Das 
Totenmal (The Call of the Dead) and 
has been hailed as the greatest and most 
permanent memorial which will ever be 
erected to those of all nationalities who 
fell in the Great War. Das Totenmal, 
described as a ‘‘dramatic-choric vision” is 
by the Swiss poet, Albert Talhoff. The 
production cost more than one-and-a-half 
million marks ($375,000) and took nine 
months to produce. The first performance 
was held at the end of July in a theatre 
built specially for the purpose in the form 
of a huge Gothic nave, which is the audi- 
torium, at one end of which is the stage. 
A feature of the production is the extra- 
ordinary orchestral accompaniment com- 
posed of sounds made by every conceiv- 
able instrument which it is possible to 
strike, such as drums, bells, triangles, 
tubes, gongs, cymbals, etc. This amazing 
production opened in complete darkness 
with a “hurricane,” voices from “space” 
(7. e. the auditorium) declaiming the ap- 
propriate portions of the text. Many 
novelties in the way of acoustics, lighting, 
grouping and dancing are revealed. The 
play is supposed to accentuaate the blood- 
thirsty aspect of the war, especially as it 
affected the women. The character Spiel- 
figur (Mary Wigman, the well-known 
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dancer) is the intermediary between the 
women and the spirits, the praying and 
supplication being expressed  choreo- 
graphically. The other principal character 
is a gruesome, armoured monster, War. 
The play closes by the gradual extinction 
of the lights and the silent vanishing of 
the figures. The critics predict a “sem1- 
eternal future” for the production. Two 
or three of my friends who saw the play 


say they had the greatest thrill of their 
lives. 


Another psychic play, “The Glory of the 
Suna,” which was produced in Newcastle 
in August presents the brief appearance 
among’his relatives and friends of David, 
drowned on the East Coast a few hours 
previously. The play is by Jevan Brandon- 
Thomas and had a good reception. 

ee OK KK 


A new machine for “direct talks with 
the dead’” has made its appearance in 
Brussels. It consists of two glass prisms, 
a bell, a battery and a wire triangle. It 
was constructed from specifications of a 
young inventor who died early this year. 
M. Rutot, a Belgian professor and mem- 
ber of the Royal Academy of Sciences 
says that by means of this curious “talking 
machine” he has been able to get into 
touch with the inventor. 

x KOK OK 


Something very like a new Lourdes is 
being established in the tiny Roman 
Catholic church at Pinner, Middlessex. 
During a storm, it is stated, a commercial 
traveller who had suffered for years from 
a painful and apparently incurable disease 
of the ear entered the church for shelter 
and, on beholding the shrine of St. 
Philomena, the wonder-working _ saint, 


prayed that he might be freed from the 
malady. The same night he was complete- 
y cured, according to his own assertion. 
His medical adviser was at a loss to under- 


stand the change despite a thorough ex- 
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amination of the ear and a number of X- 
ray tests. Since the event the fame of 
the shrine has spread so widely that 
Roman Catholic in all parts of the world 
have begun to regard it as a miniature 
Lourdes. Father John Caulfield, the par- 
ish priest, said “The renown which our 
little shrine has earned so quickly is 
really amazing. Hundreds of letters with 
requests for appeals to be placed before 
the saint’s statue reached me daily from 
countries as far away even as China.” 
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A “monastery” for mediums is to be 
established in Berlin and financed by two 
wealthy women and a man interested in 
spiritualism. This was announced at a 
spiritualist meeting at Ascona, near 
Locarno, by Herr Kurt Aram, a Berlin 
spiritualist. He explained that the med- 
iums would live the simple life of monks, 
and, free from wordly care, would be able 
to develop their powers. They would be 
visited only by scientific investigators. 
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** * * * 


The Inaugural Meeting of the autumn 
Session was held on Monday evening 
October 20th at Hyslop House. Owing to 
indisposition, Mr. J. Malcolm Bird was 
unable to be present to give his adver- 
tised address on ‘Psychical Research and 
its relations with Organized Science’. His 
place was therefore taken by Mr. Bligh 
Bond who gave an address on ‘Recent 
Progress in Psychic Research’. Major Scott 
presided. There was a good attendance 
of members. The Lecturer reviewed the 
work of the various groups which have 
obtained matter evidential of survival, and 
pointed to the relatively convincing nature 
of the testimony they afford. He expressed 
the view that the results of the Crandon 
sitting for cross-correspondence and 
materalization, with those of Dr. Hamilton 
at Winnipeg, and the very striking results 
obtained by the Bigelow group in New 
York, together offer a body of evidence 
which brings us appreciably nearer to an 
affirmation of the spirit hypothesis as the 
only one covering the facts. 


The Monday evening lectures will be 
continued as follows: (the reports of those 
for October 27th and November 3rd will 
be given with ensuing ones in the Decem- 
ber issue). 


Monday November 10th. MR. 
EUGENE DEL MAR (American Publicist 
and Man of Letters: Author of “Man the 
Master”’ etc.). Subject: 


“THE HUMAN MAGNET” 
Monday November 17th. MR. 
SVETOSLOV ROERICH. (Vice-President 
of the Roerich Museum). Subject: 
“MEDIUMSHIP IN INDIA AND THIBET”’ 
(illustrated by Moving Pictures) 


Monday November 24th. MISS MOL- 
LIEDELL SPOTTED ELK of the 
PENOBSCOT TRIBE. (Student of Indian 
Psychology, Costumes and Traditions) 
Subject: 

“PsYCHIC PHENOMENA AMONG THE 
INDIANS” 

Members are reminded that they may 

bring guests. 
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The Executive Secretary regrets to an- 
nounce that in consequence of Mr. Horace 
Leaf’s sudden recall to England, the 
series of Six Lesson Lectures arranged for 
November are cancelled. If possible an- 
other course will be arranged in substitu- 
tion for these, in which case a Notice of 
the same will be found affixed to the 
notice-board in the Hall of Hyslop House. 

The Series of Lectures on Automatic 
Writing to be delivered by the Editor of 
the Journal, Mr. Bligh Bond, will be 
given in January in order that the sequence 
may not be interrupted by the holiday sea- 
son. 


* eK K 


EXPERIMENTAL SITTINGS DURING 


NOVEMBER 

A Series of Twelve sittings available 
to subscribing members will be given by 
Mr. William Cartheuser during the month 
of November on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, 
and Thursdays. 

Arrangements for sittings with other 
mediums will be announced in the Decem- 
ber issue. 


kk * KX 
FORMATION OF A New SECTION 
The A. S. P. R. have issued a new 
Charter for a Section which will have its 


center in Northern New Hampshire and 
will be entitled: 
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“THE New ENGLAND SECTION” 


It will enjoy the support of an in- 
fluential academical group and its forma- 
tion, we have no doubt, will add greatly to 
the strength of the movement in the New 
England States. The work of the Vermont 
and New Hampshire Section will continue 
under their old Charter. 

Through the munificence of a private 
member, Colonel George T. Derby, we un- 
desrtand that a Summer Home is to be 
provided for the New England Section in 
the White Mountains and that all facili- 
ties for a Summer School, including a 
Laboratory equipment are included. The 
privilege of attending will be extended to 
Members of the New York Section also. 
The Sectional Staff and Members desire 
to express their grateful appreciation of 
Colonel Derby's splendid gift, which 
will do so much to stimulate the work of 
the Sections, and to ensure a continuity of 
effort during the vacation period under 
the most favorable conditions for work. 


* eK K * 


MEETINGS For DEBATE 
These will be held on the 3rd. Tuesday 
in each month at 8:30 p. m. in the 
Library at the Hyslop House. Light re- 
freshments will be provided. Members 
may bring guests and a good attendance 


is hoped for. 
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BOOK REVIEW 


“Over THE PsycHic Rapio’”. By Grant 
Wallace. We have recently had the op- 
portunity of inspecting the material which 
has been collected by Mr. Wallace for the 
publication of a volume which will pro- 
bably bear this title. It represents a selec- 
tion from the product of many years’ en- 
deavor to bring through and express a 
multitude of psychic impressions and con- 
tacts of a literary and artistic nature with 
‘other-world’ personalities of a most varied 
nature. The work will be illustrated by 
some 200 portraits, and as many as 400 
characteristic scripts. These shew the 
author as a channel for the display of ex- 
traordinary imaginative faculty and execu- 
tive ability. Among the personalities fea- 
tured in the drawings are some of the 
strangest we have ever met with. All 
these have been recorded through Mr. 
Wallace’s hand, without aid from any 
other sensitive, and whilst he himself was 
in possession of his full mental faculties, 
alert and normal. Mr. Wallace does not 
dogmatize about discarnate indentities and 
is committed to no theory. His one object 
has been to get to facts bw first-hand ex- 
periments in his own mental laboratory 
and thence to work out the laws governing 


the interaction of human forces, physical 
and etheric on a mathematical basis with 
the object of correlating them to the ac- 
cepted principles of science. 

Readers of this preliminary notice may 
obtain further details on application to 
the author, Mr. Grant Wallace, care of the 
Masonic Supply Co. Suite 809. 34 West 
33rd Street, New York. Applicants will be 
furnished with an eight-page booklet of 
sample text and illustrations which will 


give a fair idea of the general nature of 
the book. 


Mr. Wallace’s name has been a familiar 
one in journalistic and literary circles. His 
repute stands high. The late Hon. Lyman 
J. Gage, Ex-Secretary of the U. S. 
Treasury, wrote of him ‘Because I believe 
in his high purpose, his persistency in un- 
biassed search for truth, and his integrity 
as a man, I am banking on my friend 
Grant Wallace as one of the pioneers in 
really scientific investigations of psychic 
and higher spiritual phenomena, to very 
greatly increase our knowledge... . I. 
look to him .. . to put deeper and broader 
foundations under most of the arts and 


sciences—including so-called Psychology” 
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